GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OP INDIA 

CENTRAL 

. ARCHiEOLOGICAL 
LI BRAR Y 

ACCESSION N0.^_55j __ 

CALL _ 
















HABEAS GOVEENMENX MESEUM. 



COINS. - 

CATALOGUE No. 2. 


EOIAN, mDO-POETTTGTIESE, AND CEYLON. 


Second Edition, revised with additions. 


7S7’4-70'?5'4 


"r I 1 


^ . BY 

EDGAU TjgURSTQN, 

SUPEEINTENI>ENT, MADRAS GOVIRNMENT MUSEUM. 




"I 





MADRAS: 

PRINTED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PRESS, 






CONTENTS. 


1.-KOMAK COINS 


JPaffe 

1-47 

48—62 


n.-.INI)0-POBTTJGUESE COINS 
III.-CETLON COINS 


63—76 






I.-EOMAN COINS 


..\L ARCilAEO' 

. JHARY, NEW Dl.. 
Ar\\ So. 


*«« v**® »®y 


Call No. ..Z^.Tr.. 






ROMAN COINS. 


“ What! A goM coin amid these jewelled treastires 
Why send me such a relic f —So you say. 

Good to enhance some antiquary’s pleasures ; 

Stamped for dead people in. a huried day ! 

True now^ hut look a little ! If one ponder 
The legend of this piece, its gold may shine 

With lustre leaving dull the gems of wonder 
Which I did lay in those dear hands of thine. 

An aureus of the Homan empire—See I 

JEldtcin Arnold. 

In tlie first edition of tlie ^ Catalogue of Homan, Indo-Portngnese, and 
Ceylon Coins (1888)/ I included all the types of coins of the Homan 
Imperial Series which, are contained in the Madras Museum collection, 
although the majority of the copper issues were doubtless not dis¬ 
covered in India. In the present edition I have included only the 
coins which have been discovered in Southern India, 

The earliest notice, so far as I am aware, of the discovery of gold 
Homan coins (aurei) in the Madras Presidency, is contained in a letter 
from Mr. Alexander Davidson, formerly Governor of Madras, dated 
July 12, 1787/ who writes as follows A peasant near Nel6r, about 
100 miles north-west of Madras, was ploughing on the side of a stony 
craggy hill; his plough was obstructed by some brickwork ; he dug and 
discovered the remains of a small Hindu temple, under which a little 
pot was found with Homan coins and medals of the second century. 
He sold them as old gold, and many no doxiht "were melted, but the 
ISTaw^b Amir-ul-Umar4 recovered upwards of thirty of them. This 
happened while I was Governor, and I had the choice of two out of 
the whole. I chose an Adrian and a Faustina. Some of the Trajans 
were in good preservation. Many of the coins could not have been in 
circulation; they were all of the purest gold, and many of them as 
fresh and beautiful as if they had come from the mint but yesterday ; 
some were much defaced and perforated, and had probably been worn 
as ornaments on the arm, and others pending from the neck.” 

In 1800 a pot was dug up at PoMchi in the Coimbatore district, 
containing a great many coins of Augustus and Tiberius, which were 
all of the same weight and value, each weighing 56 grains. Concerning 
these coins Buchanan says : ^ One of the kinds is of Augustus. The 
legend round the head is caesak avovstvs nivr f pateb patriae, that is, 
Ccesar Augustus^ Dm Filins, Fa ter Patrice. Above the reverse, represent¬ 
ing two persons standing with two bucklers and spears placed between 
them, the legend is avgvsti f cos besig phikc jvvekt, that is Augmii 
Filio, Comule dosignato, principe jnventutis. Tinder the figures is w^ritten 
CAESARiA or Gcemria, at some city of which name it has been struck. 
The other coin is of the same weight, and belongs to Tiberius. The 
legend round the head is ti caesab divi avg f avgvstvs— TOerfws 


^ Asiatic jReuarehes^ 1790, vol. ii, p. 3S2. 

* through Mysore, Cmara and Malabo^, ed, ii, 1870, vol. ii, p. 31. 
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CcsBar Dim Augmti Film Augustus, On tKe reverse, representing a 
person seated and holding a spear in one hand and a branch in the 
other, is the following legend:— roNxiF maxim, or Pontifex Maximus/^ 

In 1806 the following five gold coins, all of different types, were 
found at Karur in the Coimbatore district, figured by Colonel Maokemzie, 
and described some years later by Sir Walter Elliot,^ viz., ‘‘ I.'AVgvstvs 
nivr F., with a very curious and apparently undescribed reverse like a 
dog or BOW, or some large (madruped with its nose to the ground audits 
tail over its back, below which in the exergue imf. x ; 2, the common 
type of Tiberius as Pontifex Maximus; 3, of Antonia, coNSTANXi-as. 
AYGVSTAB. (Akermau, n.c.i., p. 148, No. 1); 4. two of Claudius, pne 
CONSTANTIN AVGVSTi (Akermau, i. p* 155, No. 2), and the otlier 
S.F.Q.K.T.P. OB. c.s. in an oak wreath.” 

In 1810 a pot full of weU-preserved coins of Augustus and Tiberius 
was dug up at PoUchi, and seven years later a silver coin of Augustus 
was found in one of the old tombs called Pandu Guiis, together with a 
number of irregular-shaped punch-marked Buddhist coins. ^ 

Concerning finds of Roman coins in the Coimbatore district, Mr. B. 
Sewell says: ^ is evident that there was at one time a very con¬ 
siderable commerce between the inhabitants of this distriet and the 
Romans, for there have been numerous finds of Roman coins made here. 
Mr. Walhouse (Ind. Ant, v, 237) thinks that this was in great measure 
due to the beryl mine at Padiylir in the Dhdrdpnram taluk, for the 
Romans set great store by the beryl, and Pliny declares that the best 
beryls come from India.” On this subjeot the Rev. Henry Little writes 
He (Mr. Walhouse) says that in the KAngyam taluk (near Dh4r4- 
puram) of the Coimbatore district, at a village called Padiyfir, there is 
an extensive dyke of crystalline porphyrifcio granite in the gneiss rook ; 
the dyke abounds with masses of quartz with large crystals of the same, 
as well as felspar, cleavelandite and garnets; the crystals of cleavelan- 
dite are remarkably fine, and it often occurs in large masses, in the 
cavities of which the aqua marina is found in six-sided prisms. Mr. 
Walhouse gives an account of the enlargement of a well in 1798 and 
the discovery of these gems ; also of a systematic search made by a Mr. 
Heath in 1819-20, resulting in the securing of 2,196 stones, which 
weighed 120 pounds and were worth £1,200.” He then adds “ it is 
highly probable that most of the best aqua marines of the true sea-green 
color used in modem times in Europe come from this well, and some eon- 
sideratious will now be offered endeavouring to show the probability, at 
least, that its produce reached Europe in classical times and may have 
been the object of Roman barter ..... Pliny first conjectured what 
science has proved, that it is but a variety of emerald, and says especi¬ 
ally of it (Nat Sist.y bk. xxxvii, cap. v); the best beryls are those 
wMoh have the greenness of pure sea water, and come from India, sel¬ 
dom found elsewhere. He also remarks that they are most lustrous 
when artificially polished hexagonally, not being aware that they occur 
in six-sided crystals. Now whence came the aqua marines known to 
Pliny, and on which the Greek and Roman engravers exercised their 
sHU ? In modern times the gem, besides ooourring in the Indian weU^ 


^ Madras Joumcd of Literature and Scienee, X844, voL xiii, p. 214. 

* Lists of the Antiquarian Remains in the Rresideney of Madras 1S81, yoL i, p* 214., 
» Madras Qhrisism (klUge Magemm^ BecemTser 188S, pp. 844-6, 
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has been fotind in America (North and South), in Siberia, and at a 
few places scattered over Europe, particularly at Limoges in France* 
America and Siberia may be excluded from the sources of ancient supply. 
The localities in Europe ai’o in regions little known to the Eomans, and 
unmentioned 1^ Pliny, who had the best means of information. It is 
unknown in ueylon. Its ancient origin seems therefore limited, as 
Pliny says it was, to India, and there it is only known to occur at the 
locality in Coimbatore described in this note, where moreover the gem 
is distinguished by the true sea-green color speoiflerl by Pliny ; else¬ 
where it is bluish or muddy in tint. It must be added too that most 
of the finds of Roman coins have been within a radius of 80 miles of 
this well, and it has been stated to me that between that locality and 
the west coast there are plenty of Homan coins, both silver and gold, 
owned by cultivators who now and then dispose of one or two of them 
when they go to any distant place to a festival.^** 

I have been informed by Mr. Henry Sullivan, and the fact is re¬ 
corded by Mr. R. Sewell that when his father, Mr. John Sullivan, 
was digging the foundations of a house on the hill to the south of 
the lake at Outaoamuud, now called Bishopsdown, about the year 1827, 
he discovered a gold Roman coin, which passed into the possession of Sir 
Walter Elliot ; and it is noted by Mr. Sewell that in the valley behind 
Bishopsdown and Femhill, called by the natives Piinthat, are some 
ancient gold workings. 

In 1838 an aureus of Trajan in fine preservation was picked up by 
a woman gathering sticks on the side of a stony hill near the village 
of Athiral in the Ohitwail taluk of the Cuddapah district. 

Obverse ,—^Head of Trajan, imp. teatano. avg. gkb. bag. p.m. tr, p. 

llecerse ,—A soldier with a spear over his shoulder, marching to the 
right, cos. V. p.p. s.p.q.r. oftimo. prino. 

A solidus of Zeno was found in company with three or four of the 
pagodas, called ^ animitti, from their bearing the impression of an 
elephant, and with several silver coins of the type figured by Prinsep 
as no. 9 of his Ceylon series/ at the foot of an insulated hill in the 
Tirumangalum taluk of the Madura district in May, 1839, The 
type of the Roman coin, which has been pierced to be worn as an orna¬ 
ment, bears the armed bust of the emperor, with n. n. zeko. peep. avg. 
and the type of Victory holding a long cross, vigioria. avg.g.g. 6, In 
the exergue conob.^ 

Still more recently, in June, 1840, a hoard of Roman aurei was 
discovered at the village of Darphal, about 15 miles from Sholapur. 
They were contained in a small earthem pot, and only eighteen were 
secured, chiefly of the reign of Severus, but a few also of Antoninus, 
Commodus, Lucius Verus, and Ceta. Drawings of a few have been seen, 
and some of these prove to be rare types^ such as Severus. 

ADVENTVI. avg. PELICISSIMO. 

felicitas. saecvli. 

FORTVNAE. REDVCI, 

providentia, Medusa^s head. 


® Op. oifc., vol, i, p, 226. 

’ JowfK, As, Soc,, Beng., 1837, vol. vi, p. 298, pi. 20. 

® No. 1 of Akermaja’s I)es. Cat., ii, p. 381. 
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One of the emperor on horseback spearing a lion appears to refer 
to a type of Commodus (Akerman, No. 99), but the legend is illegible 
in the drawing. There is also a speoimen of Luoius Yerus with the 
type of jEsonlapius, and salvti. ato. v. s.p.q.r. tr. pot. hi. cos. ii.® 

In the month of May, 1842, after a heavy fall of rain, an earthen 
pot was disoovexed in a piece of waste land belonging to the village 
of Yellalnr, about four miles to the oast of the town of Coimbatore, 
which on examination was found to be filled with silver coins. When 
brought to the Oolleotor, they were found to be Eoman denarii, 622 
in nmnber, chiefly of the reigns of Augustus and Tiberius, with a 
few of Caligula and Claudius. The earthen vessel in which they had 
lain was like the common terra-cotta hta of the present time, ft was 
broken to pieces in the scramble of the finders to possess themselves 
of its contents. Vellalur is not known to he remarkable as a place of 
importance either in ancient or modem times. 

^‘Only eleven different types were found to occur in the* large 
number of coins above mentioned. 

1. Ohnrse ,—Head of Augustus ...... 134 examples. 

CAES. AV0VSTVS. DIVI. F. PATEE. PATEIAE. 

Revme.-^Tb.Q Pontifical instruments, and two bucklers between the 
standing figures of Oaius and Lucius. 

0. L. CAESAKXS. AVGVSTI. F. OOS. UESIG. PEINO. JWENT. . 

2. Head of Augustus.... 1 example. 

AVaVSTTS. niYX. F. 

Diana Yenetrix. 

IMP. X. 

3. Head of Tiberius... .378 examples. 

TI, OAESAE. nm. AYG. P. AYGVSTVS. 

The emperor seated in a chair. 

POKTIF. MAXIM. 

4. Head of Drusus senior.... 1 example. 

NEED. CUAVniUS. DEVSVS. GEEMAKICUS. IMP. 

A triumphal arch ; on the friexe, i>b. geemanis. 

5. Head of Gtermanicus (son of the above).1 example. 

GEBMANICUS. CAES. P.O. CAES. AVG. GEEM. 

Head of Caligula. 

C. CAES. AVG. GEBM. P.M. TE. POT. III. OOS. II. 

6. Head of Agrippina.1 example. 

AGRIPPINA. MAT. CAES. AVG. GEEM. 

Head of Caligula. 

C. OAESAE. AVG. GEBM. P.M. TE, POT. 

7. Head of Caligula.. 1 example. 

C. CAES. AVG. GEEM. P.M. TE. POT. 

Radiated head between two stars. 

8. Head of Claudius.... 1 example. 

TL CLAVD. CAES. AVG. GEEK. P.M. TB. P, ‘ 

Female seated. 

CONSTANTIAE. AVGVSTI. 


* Journal of litentiun and Bcience^ 1814, rol. xiii, p, 215, 
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9. Head of Olaudius.1 example. 

DIVVS. CLAVDIUS. AVCtVSTVS. 

A carpentum drawn, by lour horses. 

In the exergue bx. s.o. 

10. Head of Claudius ... 2 examples. 

TI. CLAVD. OAKaAB. A'VG. P.M. TB. VI. IMP. XI. 

Victory pointing -with a caduoeus to a serpent. 

PACI. AVGVSTAE. 

11. Head of Claudius. ... 1 example. 

eOAVD. CAESAR. AVS. F.M. TR. POT. IMP. X. 

An oak wreath, within which. s.p.a.E. p.p. ob. c.s.”^® 

As regards the same find of coins Mr. M. J. Walhouse says : “ This 
discovery took place just before I joined the district. I took oasts of 
some of the coins, which by order of Q-ovemment were sent to Madras— 
whether there melted in the mint or reserved in the museum I know 
not. The coins were doubtless all of well-konwn and edited types ; 
a short description may, however, he archseologieally interesting. Of 
the 522, there were 134 bearing the head of Augustus with inscription 
CAES. AVGVSTVS. Divi. F. p.\.TER, PATRIAE, ou tile reverse a trophy of 
arms between two standing figures, and legend c.i,. caesaeis. avovsit. f. 
OTs. DKmo. PRiNC. j went; and 378 bore the head of Tiberius with 
inscription n. caesae. divi. avg. p. avgvstvs, on the reverse the emperor 
seated, with pontik. maxim. Of the remainder, two bore the head of 
Claudius and legend ti. cj.avd. cabsar. avg. pm. te. vi. imp. xi, on 
the reverse a winged figure pointing with a wand to a snake, and 
inscription paoi. avovstae ; another bore the head of Claudius -with 
Divvs. CLAYDivs. AVGVSTVS, OU the reverse a chariot drawn by four 
horses_ abreast, with letters ex. s. c. There were two other types of 
Claudius, one bearing on the reverse a female seated, the other a wreath 
enclosing letters ; and two coins of Caligula bearing the emperor’s head, 
on the reverse of one a head surrounded with rays. A single example 
bore a head of Augustus with avgvstvs. divi. p. and on the reverse 
Diana carrying a spear, accompanied by a deer or hound, and legend 
imp. X. Two remaining types were indistinct, one hearing a sort of 
arch.” 

In his Bemarhs on dome lately discovered Roman ._yyold coins (1851) 
Captain Drury says : 12 “A most interesting discovery of a large 
quantity of ancient Eoman gold coins has lately been made in the 
neighbourhood of Oannanore on the Malabar coast, not only remarkable 
for the numbers found (amounting to some hundreds) hut also for 
their wonderful state of preservation. Many appear almost as fresh as 
on the day they were struck—the outline of the figures is so sharp and 
distinct, and the inscriptions so clear and legible. With very few 
exceptions, they are all of gold, and of the age of Imperial Borne from 
Augustus downwards, several of them being ooeval with the earliest 
days of the Christian era. From what we have been able to learn 
regarding their first appearance, it seems that a few were brought into 
the^ town of Calicut and offered for sale in the bazaar by some poor 
natives, who, naturally supposing from their shining appearance that 


Madras Journal of literature and Science, 1844, vol. xiii, p. 212. 
" Indian Antiquities, 1876, vol. v, p. 289, foot-note. 

“ Journ. As, Soe., Benq., 1852, vol. xx, pp. 371-387. 
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they were worth perhaps some trifle, gladly bartered them away for a 
day’s feed of rice. The coins, however, speedily found their way among 
those who were not long in estimating their real value, and the natives, 
finding that some importance was attached to the glittering metal, began 
to rise in their demands, and at length sold them for one, five, ten, and 
subsequently, for fourteen rupees the coin. The purity of the gold 
especially attracted the notice of the jewellers and the wealthier natives, 
who purchased them for the purpose of having them melted down for 
trinkets and oimaments, and many, it is to be regretted, have been 
irretrievably lost in this way. The secrecy at first so carefully main¬ 
tained by the natives in respect to the spot whence they brought them 
rose in proportion to the eagerness with which the coins were brought 
up, and for a long time all endeavours proved fruitless in ascertaining 
the precise locality wherein they were found. It now appears that 
they were accidentally discovered in the search for gold dust by the 
gradual clearing away of the soil on the slope of a small hill in the 
neighbourhood of Kottayem, a village about ten miles to the eastward 
of Uanuanore. A brass vessel was also found, in which many of the 
coins were deposited. For a length of time the numbers appear to have 
been very great, audit has been stated that no less than five cooly loads 

of gold coins were dug out of the same spot.It is 

impossible to make any correct calculation as to the numbers which 
have actually been found, but it might be mentioned that about eighty 
or ninety have come into the possession of His Highness the Eija of 
Travanoore, and a still greater quantity has been coueeted and preserved 
by General OuHen, Resident in Travanoore, while even after the lapse 
of more than a year from their first discovery they are still procurable 
from the natives in the neighbourhood of Tellicherry and Calicut. The 
most numerous examples which occur are those of the reign of Tiberius, 
and next to that emperor, those of Nero. It is not a little remarkable 
that both among these aurei as well as among the denarii alluded to as 
discovered at Coimbatore, 1842, the examples of coins of the Emperor 
Tiberius should in both instances have been more frequent than any 
other, although this may in some manner be accounted for when we 
consider that the reign of Tiberius extended over a period of twenty- 
three years—a long time in comparison with that of the other emperors 
except Augustus.” 


Tramlation of a miive letier, descriptive of the heality^ and first discovery 

of the coins, 

Tellichenyy December 16, 1850. 

Agreeably to my last note, I now beg to furnish you with the 
information of the discovery of gold coins here. About three years ago 
certain Syrians residing at Keelaloor Dashom in Palashj Amsham of 
the Outiacum taluk were in the habit of collecting gold from the bed 
of the river Vanienkudavoo (by taking the sand and sifting it), which 
was between Keelaloor Dashom and Vengador. One day, whilst they 
were engaged in digging the bed of the river, a number of gold coins 
were found in a part where there was a mixture of sand and mud. These 
were lying buried in the ground, hut not in a vessel. A great quantity 
was taken, but nobody knows how many. Some suppose that these 
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might have been buried here in ba.^8, whicli have heen destroyed. At 
a distance of ten holes east of this> there is a garden belonging*to 
some low caste people who always reside there. During the hot season 
there is water to a man^s depth, whilst in the monsoon there is depth 
equal to four or five men. The stream runs through one side of the 
dry bed of the river, whilst the other is so filled up with sand that it is 
like an island. Below this island on the other side there is another 
current resembling a small canal, which is the place whence the coins are 
taken. Certain Maplaxnars of Curvoye taluk, hearing of the discovery 
of gold at this canal, proceeded thither and tried to collect some, and it 
is said that they also got some coins. Although what these people got 
is not so much as taken formerly by others, nobody knows what was 
the exact quantity. About the year 964 (1788 A.D.) it is supposed 
that certain Gentoo inhabitants of Coorg or Mysore were in the habit 
of trading in these parts. This being the time of war, some wealthy 
merchants might have, from competent reasons, oast their gold coins 
into the river. There is no story of a wealthy man having ever resided 
in any of the adjacent villages.’*^ 

Description of the Coins. 

Augustus born 63 B.C., died 14 A.D.; reigned 58 years. 

1. Ohperse —avgvstvs. nivi. f. Head of emperor. 

Reverse —imp. xm. Two figures, one seated. 

2. Olverse —Head of emperor. No inscription. 

Reverse —caesau. avgvs. Triumphal quadriga, 

3. Ohmrse. —avovstvs, nivi. f. Head of emperor. 

Reverse. —avgvs. ; rest illegible. Equestrian figure galloping. 

4. Obverse. —caesar. avgvstvs. nivi. p. pater, patriae. Head of 

emperor. 

Reverse .— -atgvsti. f. cos. pesig. prino. 

j'WENT. n. oAESARis. Two figures of Cains and Lucius ; standing 
between them are two shields on the ground. 

The inscription on the reverse of this coin would run thus: Cairn 
et Lueim Oaemres, AiigusU fiUh Conmlea designati, prineipes jumifuiis, 
Oaius and liuoius were the grandsons of Augustus, upon whom was 
bestowed the title of principea JuventuHs, and it was subsequently 
conferred upon the probable successor to the throne when he first entered 
upon public life. Tacitus explains this when he says: ‘‘ Nam genitos 
Agrippd, Oaiura ao Lucium, in familiam Csesarum induxerat; neo dum 
positd puerili praatext^, Principesjumdutk appelari, destinari oonsules/-^ 
Tap. Ann., 1, 3. See also Suet, in Aug. Cap, 64 et seqq. 
The origin of the designation ‘ Pater PatrifB ’ given to Augustus by 
universal consent is thus described by Suetonius (in Aug. Cap. 58). 
Valerius Mes^la leaving the Senate House, said ^ honum faustumque 
sit tibi, domuiquo turn, Csasar Auguste. Senatus te oonsentiens cum 
populo Eomano consalutat Patriae Patrem/ 

Tiberius born 42 B.O., died S8 A.D. ; reigned 28 years. 

6. Oherse.—n. cars. nivi. avg. f. avgvstvs. pokxif. max. Head of 
emperor. 

Figure of Clemency; a spear in one hand and olive branch 
in the other. 
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6. OUerse.^m. oaesar. i>ivi. avg. f. avgsvtvs. Head of emperor. 

Jtevme. —divvs. avow, divi f. Head of emperor surmounted with. 

a star. The stax was used as a symbol of the protection of 
heaven. 

Claudius bom 10 B.O., died 54 A.D.; reigned 14 years. 

7. Ohmrse, — ^nivvs. olavdivs avgvstvs. Head of emperor. 

Mevme, — ex. s.o. A triumphal q^uadriga. 

8. Diverse.--n. oeavd. oaesar. avg. germ. p.m. trib. pot. p.p. Head of 

emperor. 

AGRiPPiNAE. AVGVSTAE. Head of Agrippina, representing 
a young female. 

The inscription on the obverse would run thus: ‘ Tiberius, Claudius 
Casar, Augustus, Germanious, Pontifex Maximus, Tribunitiee potestate, 
PaterPatrise.’ There were two celebrated persons bearing the name 
of Agrippina; one was niece of Tiberius and mother of Caligula, the 
other was mother of Nero, The image on this coin is that of the 
former, 

9. Obverse. —ti. clavb. oaesar. atg. p.m. tr. p, iv. Head of emperor. 

Reverse. —iM.: rest illegible. A bridge, and figure seated. 

May not this coin commemorate tbe building of the celebrated 
Olaudian aqueduct, which bears the emperor’s name to this day, and 
is yet in use at Borne, though partly in ruins ? 

10. Ohv&rse. —ti. ciavd. oaesar. avg. p.m, tr. p. iv. Head of emperor. 

Reverse. — s.p.q.r. p.p, ob. c.s. The former is enclosed in a wreath 

or garland. 

** This would run : ‘ Tiberius, Claudius, Csesar, Augustus, Pontifex 
Maximus, Tribunitiee potestatis undecimo (anno), Imperator, Pater 
Patriae, Consulates quinto (anno). Senatus, Populusque Romanus, 
Pater Patriae, ob oives servatos.’ The device of a civic crown is very 
frequently met with. This was usually bestowed upon those who had 
saved the life of a Roman citken. The senate, in bestowing honors 
upon Augustus, decreed that a civic crown should be hung from the 
top of his house, and this honor having been assumed by the later 
emperors, a crown of oak leaves with ob dim servafos in the centre is 
often found on the reverse of coins in those Imperial times. 

11. Diverse. —ti, clavd. oaesar. avg. germ. p.m. tb, p. Head of emperor. 

Reverse. — ex. s.o. ob. c.s. Enclosed in wreath as above. 

**Ex Senatus oonsulto ’’ begau to be invariably used on coins in the 
reign of Augustus. A few republican coins are found with the same 
initials. 

12. Diverse. —ti. ciavd. oaesar. avg. p.m. tr. p. vi. imp. xi. Head of 

emperor. 

Reverse — s.p.q.r, p.p. ob. c.s. Encircled with wreath. 

18. Dlverse.^Ti. clave, caesab. avg. p.m. tb. p.x, imp. p.p. Head of 
emperor. 

Reverse. — pact, avgvstab. Winged figure of Victory. 

14. Diverse. — ti. olavd. oaesar. avg. p.m. tr. p. Head of emperor. 

Reverse. — praetor, reobpt. Emblem of concord representing two 
figures J oining hands. 
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15. Ohvme, — ri. clavd. oaesab, Ava. p.m. tb. p. ti. imp. xi. Head of 

emperor.^* 

Iteveru. —^be. bbitaot. Triumplaal aroli. Empexor mounted, with 
trophies.^* 

A most interesting coin representing the arch erected hy a deoPee of 
the Senate to the Emperor Claudius on me final subjugation of Britain. 
It was in the year 43 A.D. that the Emperor Claudius .sent over a large 
force to conquer the island, which he subsequently joined himself, 
Vespasian, afterwards emperor, being his second in command. This 
triumphal arch no longer exists, and, were it not for the representation 
of it on coins, we should have remained in ignorance of its ever having 
been erected. 

Caligula born 12 A.D., died 41 A.D.; reigned 3 years 10 months. 

16. Obverse, —o. oaesab, avg. germ. p.m. tr. pot. Head of emperor. 

Reverse ,— ^agbippinae. mat. oaes. avg. germ. Head of Agrippina. ^ 

The name of Caligula never appears on his coins, and Cains is 
always expressed by 0. 

The above coin was struck in honor of his mother, Agrippina. 

17. Obverse, —o. caesar. avg. ton-, m. tr. pot. hi. oos. m. Head of 

emperor. 

Reverse, — germaivUovs. oaes. p.c. caes. avg. germ. Head of Ger- 
manicus. 

A coin struck in honor of his father, Germanicus. 

Drusus horn 38 B.C., died 8 B.C. 

18. Obverse, —nero. olavdivs. brvsvs. germ avgvstvs, imp. Head of 

Drusus. 

Reverse, — be germatt. Triumphal arch, surmounted with equestrian 
figure, commemorative of the victories of Drusus in Geimany. 

19. Obverse, —neroni. cbaybio. brijso. germ. oos. design. Head of the 

young Drusus. 

Reverse. —^eqvester, orbo. principi. jwent. 

“ Drusus was made consul 9 B.C. The ‘ ordo equestris ’ established 
123 B,C. Those who were admitted into the equestrian order enjoyed 
several privileges apart from the rest of the citizens, such as their 
distinction of seats in public assemblies, &o. 

Nero horn 37 A.D., died 68 A.D,; reigned 14 years. 

20. Obverse, —^hero, caesar. avg. imp. Head of emperor. 

Reverse. — pontip. max. te. pot .iv. p.p. ex s.o. Figure holding 

a spear. 

21. Obverse, —^nero. caesar. avg. imp. Head of emperor. 

Reverse, — pontie. max, tr. p.x. cos. iv. p.p. ex. s.o. Armed warrior. 

22. Obverse, —^nero. caesar. avg. imp. Head of emj^ror. 

Reverse, — pontip. max. tr. pot. iv. p.p. ex. s.c. Encircled in wreath. 


Concerning' this coin Sir Edwin Arnold says (/ndict revisited 1886, p. 260): 
** Among the curious treasures of the Madras Museum, which the Governor (Sir M. E. 
Grant Buff) has greatly developed, is a golden coin of Claudius, the emperor, struck to 
commemorate the conquest of Britain, and discovered in excavating a foundation near 
Madras. What chapters of fancy might be written about this a-wreus, which thus 
strangely links the x)ast and present of England's history, and came, perhaps, to India in 
the scrip of Ht. Thomas! 
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23. Ohene ,^ wEB . o , oabsab. avg. imp. Head of emperor. 

Eemrse, — ponpip. max. tb. p.v. cos, iv. p.p. ex. s.o. Armed warrior. 

24. -NEB.ONI. OLATB. BIVT. P. OAES. AVG GEEK. IMP. TR. POT, EX. 
S.O* Encircled in wreath. 

Eeverse, — ageipp. ayg. bivi. oeayb. neeokis. oaes. mat. ; rest 
illegible. Two heads, male and female. 

25. OhverBe. —ANTomA aygysta. Head of Antonia. 

M6v&rs&, —SAOEEDOS. BiYi. AYGVSTi. Two toTches in upright position, 

Antonia, daughter of Marc Antony, was bom 88 B.O, and was 
married to Drnsus rTero* The inscription on the reYerse of this coin 
may allude to the custom of priestesses (saoerdotes) or flamens being 
appointed after the deification of the emperors to superintend their 
worship at Borne and elsewhere, 

Antoninus Pius horn 86 A.D., died 161 A.D.; reigned 23 years. 

26. Diverge .— antoxiots. Pitrs. aitg. geek. Head of emperor, 

Mmerm, — p.m. te. p. xyiii. cos. iy. p.p. A temple. 

This temple may perhaps bear some allusion to that decreed by the 
senate to Amtoninus’ wife, Faustina, after her death. 

Additioml, 

27. Ohme, —oaesae. aygystys. diyi. e. patee. patriae. Head of 

emperor. 

Esvmrse.—'n. oaesae. ayg. p. te. pot. xy. Triumphal quadriga* 

28. Oh$ne, —xi. oaesae. biyi. ayg. p. aygystys. Head of emperor. 

M&vsrse, — imp. yu. te. pot. xvii. Triumphal quadriga. 

29. Ohwne. —ti. cbayb. oaesae ayg. germ, p.m. Head of emperor* 

JJ.?p#rs<?.~cx)xsTANTiAB. AYGVSTAE. Female figure seated. 

As regards the coins referred to above as being in the possession of 
the Bdja of Travancore, these are described by Bishop Caldwell, who 
says Of the coins described, all belong to the reigns of the first 
five Boman emperors. 

All are in good preservation with the exception of nos. 3 and 4, 
which are partially ohliterated. A duplicate of no. 10 is also consider¬ 
ably worn. Several of the coins appear as fresh as if they had but 
recently issued from the mint. One cannot omit noticing the beauty 
of the design and execution apparent in several of them, particularly 
the heads of Antonia and Agrippina, and the distinct and striking 
individuality of all the heads. 

“ It would be very desirable to endeavour to collect and examine the 
whole of the coins discovered near Oalicut (of which these are a portion, 
and) which are said to have numbered several hundreds, all gold coins, 
and all, it is supposed, Boman imperial aurei. If this could be done, 
the number of examples of each type could be ascertained, undesoribed 
types might be discovered, and a conjecture could be formed at what 
time, or at least, after what time, the coins were concealed where they 
have been found. As far as appears at present, they mai/ have been 
concealed about A.D. 70* If an opinion can be formed from the worn 


A description of Roman TmpeHfil nnroi found near Calicut on the Malabar coast, 
and now in the possession of Ilia the Raja of Traranoore.— Trevcmd'mvn 

Goi^etnim^nt Press, 1851. 
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or fresli appearance of tlie coins, as compared with their earlier or later 
date, and the absence of all coins later than the reign of Nero, it would 
appear that they could not have remained iu cirouiation after A.D, 70 
and probably not 60 long* 

“From the conquest of Egypt by the Bomans about B.C* 30 till the 
decline of their power, liomau merchants traded extensively with 
India, and especially with the towns on the Malabar coast, to which 
tliey learned to sail direct with the monsoon from the ports of the Bed 
Sea* 

“ Having few commodities that would he considered valuable in 
India to exchange for silks and muslins, gems and spices, ivory and 
steel, they were obliged to pay for the greater part of their purchases 
in specie. Homan coins were in consequence introduced into India so 
plentifully that they appear to have formed part of the ordinary 
currency of the country, and e'V'on the of the Eoman Denarim 

has survived to our own day in that of the Indian Dinar, 

** The beauty of the Eoman coins, as compared with those of the 
Hindu princes, contributed to their diffusion throughout all parts of 
India, and was, perhaps, the principal cause of their preser^'ation. The 
ordinary Hindu coins were without hesitation broken up to be made 
into jewellery, but the Eoman coins must have been considered by 
many as jewels in themselves and carefully preserved accordingly. 

“ As the coins in quexstion were discovered in the interior of the 
country (it is said in the bed of a river}, it appears improbable that the 
persons who concealed them were themselves Roman merchants; but 
they may have been native agents of the Eoman merchants, or persons 
extensively engaged in trade at the time the Eomans maintained their 
intercourse with India. 

“ Money and valuables were concealed on emergencies of various 
kinds, but eapeeially on the breaking out of war between two neigh¬ 
bouring princes. Only one or two persons would be acquainted with the 
place of concealment, and, if it happened that they were killed iu the 
war, or through the continuance of hostilities unable to return to the 
plao^ their ‘secret died with them, and it was reserved for well-diggers 
or miners, for the action of rain, or changes iu the course of rivers, to 
bring the hidden wealth to light.’’ 

The following coins are described by Bishop Caldwell:— 

No. I.—Coin of the Emperor Augustus. 

Obverse , —ayovstvs. divi, f. Head of Augustus, crowned with laurel. 

— XI. Diana Yenetrix; a tigme of the goddess Di^na, 
represented as a huntress. 

No. II.—Coin of Drusus senior, step-son of Augustus. 

Ohverse .^ ymm , clavdivs. nuvsvs. germanicus. imp. Head of Drusus 
crowned with laurel. 

Reverse. — be, oermaxis. A triumphal arch decked with military 
trophies, on which stands an equestrian figure of Drusus. 


I have seen an aureus on the neck of a cooly woman, who was carrpng a port¬ 
manteau up the Hhevarov hill gh^t. Amt, 


3 
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No. III.—Coin of Oaius, grandson and adopted heir of Angnstus. 

AVOVSTVS. nivi. f. Head of Augustus, crowned with lanreh 
oaesae. avgtsti. f. An equestrian figure of Cains, the 
horse at full speed; infantry standards in the background. 


No, IV.—Coin of Cains, referred to aboye, and his younger brother 
Lucins, grandsons and adopted heirs of Augustus. 

GAFSAU. avoystys. diyi. p. pater, patriae. Head of Augus¬ 
tus, crowned with laurel. 

Mevetse .—Standing figures of Cains and Lucius, each holding a shield 
and spear, with sacerdotal instniments in the background. Under 
the figures, c.l. oaesares ^ over aygysti. p. oos. desig. prik. jvyeijt* 


No. V.—Coin of Tiberius. 

Ohverse.--rt, oaesab. diyi, ayg. p. aygystvs. Head of Tiberius. 
Reurse, —nivi. p. nrvvs. aygvst. Head of Augustus, surmounted with 
a star. 


No. VI.—Coin of Tiberius. 

Ohversi .-^ n , oaesab. diyx. ayg. p. avgvstvs. Head of Tiberius. 

—POiSTiP. MAxm. A sitting figure of the emperor, holding in 
one hand a staff, in the other a leafy branch. 

No. VII.—Coin of Caligula* 

OUem.---Q, OAESAB. AYG. GERM. p.M. TE. POT. Head of Caligula, with 
laurel wreath. 

jR^^m.^-GBEMAE-ictrs. CAES. p.o. CAES. AYG. GERM. Head of Germanious, 
son of Lrusus and Antonia, and father of the Emperor Ouhgula. 


No. VHI.—Coin of Antonia, vrife of Drusus, grandmother of the 
Emperor Galigula, and mother of the Emperor Claudius, 

ABTOKIA ATGYSTA. Head of Autonia. 

Reverse. —^saoebdos. »iyl aygysti. Two torches. 


No. ISL—‘Coin of Antonia* 

Ohverse.^AmomA. aygysta. Head of Antonia, crowned with a cereal 
wreath. 

Reverse.---oomTANTiAE. aygysti. A standing female figure, emblematic 
of Constancy, leaning on a staff and holding a cornucopia. 


No. X.—Coin of Claudius. 

Ti. c^Avn. caesar. ayg. p.m. tb. p. inn Head of Claudius, 
crowned with laurel. 

Re^se.—iumn. becept. A representation of the Prietorian camp at 
Home, on the tribunal of which is a sitting figure of the emperor. 
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No. XI Coin of Claudius. 

Oldene. —Ti. gtavd. caesab.. avg. p.h. m p. ihi. Head of Claudius, 
crowned witli laurel. 

Eeven$, —^paci. avgvstae. A figure of Victory witlx a caducous, befqfe 
whom a serpent is retreating. 

No, XII,—Coin of Claudius. 

Givers^, —TT. CL A YD. caesak, ayg. p.m. tr. p, yi. i^ip. XI. Hoad of 
Claudius, crowned with laurel. 

—tOHSTANTiAE. AYGVSTi. A Sitting female figure. 

No. XIIP«.™Ooiuof Claudius. 

Ghrerm, —Ti* clavb. cae^jar. avg. p.m, tr. p.x. imp. p.p. Head of 
Claudius, crowned with, laurel. 

Eever$e. —s.p.q.r, p.p, ob. as, A wreath of oak leaves (tto cirie crown). 

No. XtV —Coin of Agrippina, wife of the Emperor Claudius, 

Obverse. —AomppiviB. aygystae. Head of Agrippina. 

lieverse. —tx. cl.vvd. caesaii. avg. germ, p.m, trib. pot. p,p. Head of 
Claudius, vith the usual wreath- 

No. XV,—Coin of Nero. 

Obverse. clavbxo, dryso. germ. cos. »esigy. Youthful head 
of Nero. 

Reverse. —euester. ordo. priycipi. jrvvEifT. A shield. 

No, XVI.™Coin of Nero, 

Obverse. —^^ERO, claub. cabs, brvsys. germ, prixc. jvvent. Youthful 
head of Nero. 

SACBRD. cdopt. iy, omyi. coyl. syprayym, ex. s.o. The lituus, 
tripod, and other sacerdotal instruments. 

No. XVII.—Coin of Claudius, struck after his death. 

Obverse.--myv&. claybivs. avovstvs. Head of Claudius. 

Reverse. — ex. s.o. A carpentuin drawn hy four horses. 

No. XVIII,—Coin of Nero and his mother, Agrippina^ 

Obverse — yero. clatb. biti. f. caesar, ayg. germ, imp. xr. p, cos. 
Heads of Nero and Agrippina. 

Reverse. —agrippa. avo. bivi. clayb. yeroyis. cars, hater. A car 
drawn by four elephants, in which are seated two soldiers, one of 
whom has his helmet elevated on the point of his spear. 


Another coin in the oolleetion similar to this one, but of different mintage, has or 
the obverse Ti, cr.AVD. caesak. avg. p.m. tr. p,x. imp. p.p. 

There ap six coins in the collection similar to this, but varying from the XI 
XYI vc^r of Tribunitian power. 

"Th&m is another com similar to this in the oolleetion, but struck apparently from 
different die. - 

» " Admittea as snpenmmerary priest into evei^- college by decree of the Senate.” 



20 jtmrA??' corns. 

No. XlX.-Ooin of Nero. 

OhvBrse, —ssteko. mmm. ato. imp, Headi of Nero, withoait tie trsxial 
laurel wreath, 

Eevem.—4 cereal wreath, within which ex, s.c, ; round the margin 
^ lONXiP, MAX, m, p, VI, cos, IIII, P,P, 


No. XXCom of Nero.. 

Ohvme, —TfEPO. CAESAE, AVG, IMP. Head of Nero \Yithcmi a wreath, 
MeversB . —pojmF. max. pr. f, vii, p.p. cos. iiii. p.f. Figure* of & 
Boman soldier, holding in his hands some Mad of orb, surrounded 
with a flat rim. 


No. XXL—Coin of Nero. 

Obverse, — ^neeo, oaesar. avg. imp. Head of Nero without a wreath, 

Meverse, — poimF. max^ tr, p, vir, cos. iiii. p.p. Across the coin ex, 
B, c. A female figure resting on a long- jointed staff or spear-shalt, 
holding in her right hand three darts. 

No. XXII.-Coia of Nero. 

Obverse, — oteo. caesae, avg. imp. Head of Nero, without a wreath. 

Jieverse, —ponpif. max. tr, f. viir. cos. iiii. p,p. Across the coin ex, 

so, A standing figure of a soldier leaning on his spear, 

** The next important discovery of gold coins^ Dr, Bidie writes, 

** took place in the Madura district in a piece of waste land near the 
tillage of Oaliempootoor in the Ijeinpully taluk in the year 1856. 
Two tanMdiggem, while excavating brick-dearth there, eame upon an 
earthen pot, about the size of a mango, containing 63 coins of the 
Eoman emperors. The pot was found about li feet below the surface 
of the ground and near the bank of the river Shuumoogum Naddy, 
which is adjacent to the boundary of the Madura and Ooimbatore 
districts. Before the authorities became aware of the discovery, 6 of 
the coins were made away with by the finders. The Government then 
directed that the whole of the remaining 57 should be purchased and 
sent to Madras, but only 28 were ultimately received, the remainder 
having been sold or lost in the Madura district. This is much to be 
regretted, as it is not improbable that, amongst those which were kept 
back, there may have been coins of dynasties not represented in tne 
mnseum. The Madura coins form the chief portion of the Eoman series 
in the museum.’^ Oonoerning this series, JDr. Bidie writes further: ^ 
The whole of the (gold) Eoman coins in the museum belong to the 


There is a coin similar to this in the collection, hut struck, apparently, when 
Trihtme for the tenth time, and from an improYod die. 

^ Catalogue of Coins in the Madras Museum, 1874. 

About the same time tha‘ee washerwomen of Karur, while searching for FuHer^s 
earth, came upon a large cluitty containing some hundreds, if not thousands, of denariu 
Thera were five or six Madras measures of them. They were sold to Chettics for half their 
weight in rup/ces, and the finders have bought themselves land and huilt good houses with 
the proceeds. T cannot hear that a single dmarms remained unmelteci. My informant 
b<'.Iievi‘5 that nuist of them were like an Augustus 1 showed him.’'—The liev. Hemy 
Little, Madras Christmn College Magazine^ December 1883, p, 338. 

1. c. 
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Imperial senes and extend from Drusus (B.O. 8) to Commodns, who 
ascended the throne 180 A.D* The following is a list of the emperors> 
etc., to whose reigns the coins belong :— 


Drusus, senior 
(consul) * • 
Tiberius 
Caligula 
Claudius .» 
Nero 


— 8 
14>-37 
87—41 
41—54 
54—68 


B.O- 

A.D. 

n 


Domitian 
Nerva 
Trajan 
H adrian 
Commodus 


81—96 A.D. 
96—98 „ 
98—117 „ 
117-138 „ 
180—198 „ 


** It will he observed that there are two breaks in the series, viz., from 
68 to 81 A.D,, and again from 138 to 180 A.D. On the whole, however, 
we have reason to be thankful for those rare and interesting records of 
the past, and it is quite within the range of possibility that the gaps 
may, in the course of time, be duly filled up by future finds of hidden 
treasure. As the collection stands even now, it looks so complete that 
one might almost suppose the coins had been carried to the East in the 
cabinet of some ancient coin collector, instead of having been intro* 
duoed for purpose of commerce. It is to be regretted that there are no 
coins of the emperors who succeeded Commodus, and reigned until the 
upper empire ceased and the anarchy of the thirty tyrants began.’’ 

In 1878 a find of Eoman coins was made near Karur in the Coim¬ 
batore district, concerning which the Rev. Henry Little writes as 
follows :—‘‘ One afternoon last August (1882), whilebusy in my study, 
a native friend entered and placed on my table six small pieces of flat 
metal, almost round and a little larger than four-anna pieces, very black¬ 
looking, and much covered with earthy matter. To the inquiry what 
are these, an answer to the effect that they might be old Indian coins 
was returned, and then other matters were talked about. Diqring this 
conversation one of the pieces of medal was rubhed quite mechanically 
a few times over the cloth on the table, and, when my eye next fell upon 
it, in silvery sheen and in somewhat antique Roman characters, there 

appeared to my astonished gaze the letters pokt.max. I at once 

saw that the black lumps in my hand were Roman coins, and when 
they had been cleaned by acid and ‘ tbe image and superscription ^ 
brought out, there was no further room for doubt. I learnt that a soucar 
had about a hundred of these coins, and arrangements were made to 
obtain possession of them as expeditiously as possible. It seems they 
were dug up by a famine eooly in 1878 while engaged in deepening a 
water-course near Kanir in the Coimbatore district, and that there 
were about 500 of them in an earthen pot. Two-thirds were melted to 
make bangles, and what fell to me was the remainder. 

My Roman coins are silver deiiarit^ the New Testament 
For five centuries after the fouuding of Rome, that is up to the third 
century B.O., the Romans had copper money only. In 269 B.O. 
silver coins were struck, and daring the ascendency of Julius Caesar a 
gold coinage was introduced, the commonest piece being the aureus, 
equal to 25 denmii The weight of the denarius varied. In the time 
of Augustus 84 were struck for a Roman pound, making each coin to he 
about 60 grains. Several of those in my possession are about 58 grains 


Madras Chrutiau CfiUege Magasititj October, 1883* 
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in weight, showing that the lapse of time has told very little upon 
them, and with respect to other matters the same remark applies. The 
letters of the inscriptions are clear and the ^ image ^ of the emperors is 
very bold and distinct, suggesting the inference that soon after tliey 
left the mint these coins were buried, and so suifered little loss by 
passing frequently from hand to hand. 

‘‘Twenty-seven of the coins belong to the reign of Augustus, and 
ninety to that of Tiberius. Although all the former commemorate the 
same event, they are not all from one die. On the obverse of these 
coins is a laureate head of Augustus, facing to the right, and beginning 
from the right-hand side of the bust the inscription runs as follows :— 
CAESAR. AVG7si‘Vs. Bivi. F. PATER. PATRIAE. Ou the reverse side stand 
two draped figures, each grasping a shield and spear which are grounded 
between them. Above the shields are a litum or divining rod and a 
mnpulum or small vessel for pouring libations of wine to the gods, which 
from its small dze gave Ymtotlie-pTOv&rhej^cUarefluctHsiti umpulo,i.e,y 
‘much ado about nothing.* Below the figure we read c. L. cabsaeks., 
ami following on from the right avovsti, f. cos. design, peinc. 

JVVENT. 

“ On the second coin we have a laureate head of Tiberius facing to 
the light with the following inscription:— Ti. caesar, bivi. atg. p. 

AVGTSTVs.. On the reverse side of the coin we have a female 

figure seated on a chair of state. In her right hand is a spear, and the 
left holds a branch; the inscription is pon riF, maxim., an abbreviation 
of Pontifex Maximus.** 

In 1889 * I received a letter from the Collector of the Kistna district, 
informing me that treasure, consisting of jfifteen gold coins of the 
Roman ISmpiro, had been found by a native, while he was digging 
iu the old furt of Vinukonda, and that, as he concealed them instead 
of making them over to the nearest authoiitj^ they had become 
forfeit. The whole of this valuable treasure is now deposited in the 
Madras Museum, and consists of aw*ei of Tiberius, Vespasian, 
Domitian, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Faustina sen., Marcus Aurelius, 
Commodus, and Caracalla. One point of interest is that the majority 
are of types which have not been recorded in the previous finds in 
South India. Though many of the coins are bent, and some are 
perforated, as if they had been worn as ornaments^ all are in a good 
state of presenmtion. 

Vinukonda is reputed to he the spot where R4ma heard the news of 
the rape of his wife Sita, and the locality abounds with Hindu remains 
of great antiquity. 

The following is a description of the coins :— 

Tiberius. 

1, Oimse. — ti. caesar. nivr. ato. f. avgvstys. Laureate head of the 

emperor r, 

iZmm.—poNTXF. MAXIM, Vesta seated r., a spear in r. hand, branch 
in I. 

2. The same as No. 1. 


» This Ewsootint is Jreprinte4 from my origrinal note in tke Journal of the Numismatio 
S^Kjiety of London, . 
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VespaBian. 

3. VESPASIANVS. AVG , . . . Laureate head of the eiuperor r, 
Meverse .—A ball r,, with head lowered and tail erect. In exergue 

Li]mP, XIII. 

Domitian. 

4. Obverse. — ^domitiaxvs. avgvstys* Laureate head of the emperor r. 

Meverse, — gebmanicvs .... Minerva r., with a shield on 1, arm, 
raised to throw a spear. 


Hadrian. 

3. Obverse.-^jiAj) .avgvstvs. Head of the emperor r. 

Meverse. —s. iii. p.p. The eioperor on horseback r., holding spear 
brought to the charge in r. hand. 

6. Obverse. — ...... Laureate head of the emperor r. 

-ADVENTvjlij. ayg. APBiCAE. Two ligures sacrificing at an 

altar. 

7. 05r<9r«^.—ANTOxixv3. AYG. piYs. P.P. TR, p. xxii. Laureate head of 

the emperor r. 

YOTA. SOL. DECENN-. n. The emperor veiled, standing 1. 
over an altar, on which he is pouring a libatioo. In the exergue 

cos. III. 

8. Obverse.-— ayg. piys. p.p. tr. p. xiii. Head of the em¬ 

peror r. 

-LAETITIA. COS. lilt. Two female figures standing, one hold¬ 
ing corn, the other a globe. 

9. ANTONixYS. ayg. piys. p.p. tr. p. XVI. Laureate head of 
the emperor r. 

Reverse .— cob. iiii. Emperor standing 1., holding in r. hand globe 
and sceptre in 1. ^ 

Faustina Senior. 

10. Obverse.—mYA. ay.favstixa. Head of the empress r., with 

hair braided. ’ 

Reverse. .tas. ayg. Female figure standing 1. before an altar. 

n. Obverse,—mYA. aygvsta. favstixa. Head of the empress r. 

Reverse.—Awim^mTAB. Female figure standing, facing L, a globe in 
r. hand, and sceptre in 1. ® 


Marcus Aurelius. 

12. Obverse,— AY '^ WLXYB , caesar. ayg. pii, fil. Head of the emperor I 
Reverse,— Tu . pot. yi. cos. ii. Minerva standing L, with %ctoiw in 

her extended r. hand. 

13. Obverse.— caes .... el. axtonixys. ayg. Head of the emperor r 
Revise ,— , . . cordiae. aygystor. te. p. xyx. The emperor and 

Lucius Yerus facing each other, with r. hands ioineci. In the 
exergue cos. iii. 

Commodus. 


-L. AEL. AYREL. COMM. AYG. p. FEL. Laureate head of the 


14. Obverse.^ 

emperor. 

avg r.M tkJp.] xvn. cos. vir. p.p. Female figure 
(LiWty) standing h witi etafi in 1. hand, and cap of liberty in 
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Cara<ialla. 

15. Ohmrse, — antonints. pits. avo. biut. Laureate Lead ot tlie em¬ 
peror r, 

sEavRTTATi. PERPETYAB. I'emale figure seated on a throne, 
her r. arm supported on the back of the throne, and bead resting 
on r. band; sceptre in tb© 1. band. 

In 1891* a find of silver Roman coins [denarii) was made in tbe 
village of Vellalur, in tbe Coimbatore district, by some natives, when 
taking out earth for a wall from some waste laud. At tbe same village 
an earthen pot was discovered after a heavy fall of rain in 1842, 
which was found to contain 522 most of which were, as in 

the present instance, coins of the reigns of Augustus and Tiberius. 
The majority of the coins described in the present note belong to the 
same types as those which were found at Vellalur in 1842, and at 
Cannanore, and comprise issues of Augustus, Tiberius, Nero Drusus 
Antonia, Caligula, Claudius, Nero and Agrippina, 

The following is a description of the coins:— 

Augustus. 

1. AVOVSTVS nivi p. Laureate head of Augustus r. 

Bevme . —imp. xirii in the exergue. A Parthian or (iernian present¬ 
ing a child to the emperor seated on a ourule chair. 

1 specimen. 

2. Olmru .—CAESAU avovstvs bivi f. pater patriae. Laureate head 

of Augustus r. 

AV 0 VSTI F cos. dksig. princ, ivvent. Caius and Lucius 
Csesar standing, each boldiug a shield and spear, c. l. caEsares 
in the exergue. 

188 specimens* 

Tiberius. 

3. Obverse, —^rr. Caesar bivi avg. f. avgvstvs. Laureate head of 

Tiberius r. 

Reverse —POiJTiF. maxim. Livia seated r , holding spear and branch. 

328 specimens. 


4. Obverse,— ........ Laureate head of Tiberius r. 

Reverse* —. Divvs avg .... Head of Augustus r. 

1 specimen. 


Nero Drusus. 

6. 0 h ' er 8 e*—[mno ciavdivs geemanicvs imp.] Laureate head of 
Drusus r. 

Reverse, —Equestrian statue on a triumphal arch between two 
trophies, be germ, on the frieise of the arch. 

2 specimens. 


♦ This aoGotint is reprinted from my original note in the Journal of the Hnmisraatio 
Society of London* 
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6. Obverse ,— ^kro olaybivs [gbrmanioys imp]. Head of Druaus 1. 
BE GERMAN [is]. Tropky of arms. 

1 specimen. 


Autonia. 


7. Obverse ,— Antonia aygvsta. Head of Antonia r. 

Reverse. —[saoerdos] bivi aygysti. Two torckes united ky gaidand 
and bands. 


2 specimens. 


Caligula and Augustus. 


S. 


Obverse .— o. caes. avg. germ. p.m. tr.p. Head of Caligula r. 
Reverse .—Head of Augustus, with radiate crown, r., between two 
-stars. 

3 specimens. 


Caligula and Agrippina. 

Obverse .— 0 . oaesar ayg. germ. p.m. te. pot. Laureate head of Cali¬ 
gula r. 

Reverse — agrippinae mat. caes. ayg. germ. Head of Agrippina r. 
4 specimens. 


Caligula and Germanicus. 

10. Obverse. —o. caes.ir [ayg. germ.] p.m, te. pot. Laureate kead of 
Caligula r. 

Reverse ,— g^rmanicys. caes. p.c. caes. ayg. [germ]. Head of 
Germanicus r. 

1 specimen. 


Claudius. 

11, Obverse. —^ri. obay [b] caesar ayg. p.m. tr pot, . . . Laureate 

Head of Claudius r. 

Reverse. —Hjuestrian statue on a triumphal arck between two 
tropkies. be britann. on tke frieze of tke arck, 

I specimen. 

12. Obverse. — tx. clayb. caesar avg. p.m. tr, p. . . . Laureate kead 

of Claudius r. 

Reverse .—s.p. q.r. p.p. ob. c.s. witkin a wreatk. 

3 specimens. 

18. Obverse. —Ti. clayd. caesar avg. . . . Laureate kead of Claudius r. 
RBverse.-^m. s.c, ob. gives servatos witkin a wreatk. 

I specimen. 

14. Obverse.^Ti. clayd. caesar avg . . . Laureate kead of Claudius r. 
i?^i?^r«^.~[pRAKTOR. RECEFT.] Glaudius giving kis right hand to 
soldiers holding standard and shield. 

1 specimen. 


4 
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J5. Ohvere&. — [ti. olavd. oaesab Ava. p.m. tb. p»] Laureate Lead of 
Claudius r, 

averse, —ooiTS'rAisf[TiAE atgtsti.] Female figure seated in cliair. 

1 speeimen, 

16. Oherse, —ti, olavb. oaesab atg. ... * Laureate Bead of Claudius r: 

Mevme ,—PAOi avgystae. Victory pointing with caduceus to a- 
j&erpent. 

3 specimens. 

17* Obverse. —^divts olatdivs [ATersTvsJ. Laureate Bead of Claudius 

Meverse.*^\j&x s.o.] Carpentum drawn By four horses. 

2 specimens. 

Claudius and Agrippina. 

18. CLAvn. OAESAB ATG. GEEM. [p.M, TEiB. pot]. Laureat© 
head of Claudius r, 

Memrse. —[agbipp}ikae avgtstae. Head of Agrippina r. 

2 specimens. 

Nero. 

19. Oherse. —[iTEEOKn} coe^atoio devso gebm. [cos. d-esign.] Head of 

young Hero r. 

Reverse. —eotestee oedo pkhstcipi ittbnt. inscrihed on a shield. 

Nero and Agrippina. 

20. Oherse. olavd. diti . . , Heads of Nero and Agrippina r. 

AGBippiKA ATG. BiTi.... NEBOHis. Car drawn by four 
elephants, in which are seated twO' soldiers, one of whom 
carries his helmet on the point of Ms spear, ex s.o. in field. 

1 specimen. 

‘‘On the 17th April 1891, Mr, Maile, Railway Storekeeper, while 
snporintonding the construction of a site for store sidings of the new 
railway to ]lindu})UT, between the Southern Mahratta Railway and 
tiio \ ilingo oL Y(:K\\'M.!itpur, 3| miles from the Bangalore City Station, 
in the Mysore Province, came across an earthen pot 1| feet below 
ground, containing 163 Roman silver coins (denarii) in a good state 
of preservation, representing ten varieties, ranging in date between 
23 B.O. to 61 A.D. This find, brought to light by the labourer^® 
pickaxe, is believed to be the first within the territories of Mysore. 

“It is difficult to conjecture how the coins were deposited in 
Mysore, unless they were brought there by some Persian horse dealers. 
A circumstanee that gives rise to this supposition may be mentioned 
here, and that is that one of the coins bears the Persian word Earkh 
fioratched on it. This is the name of a town in the west of Persia, which 
appears to have been built about the eighth century by Marufi Karkhi, 
an eminent leader of the Sufi sect. The coin on which the word Earkh 
is scratched has the figure of a horse on the reverse, and the word is 
scratched beneath the ngure of the horse, so that it may fairly be con¬ 
jectured the word was scratched by a Persian as a means of identifi- 
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tsilioB, and they may have been buried for safety in the troublous times 
that then exited, and it is probable that the owner may have died 
•suddenly, or have been hilled, without disclosing the secret of W'here 
his hoard lay bidden* It is also possible that the coins may have 
formed a porfon of some loot, and have been hidden away, and the 
thief not able to go back to the place where he had deposited them,’’ 

It is also possible that the coins may have been brought across the 
Indian Ocean by merchant traders direct from the Bed Sea, as after 
Egypt had Iwn conquered in the reign of Augustus, a navigator 
more venturesome than the others, struck boldly across the unknown 
expanse of waters, and reached the Malabar coast, thus opening the 
way for the despatch annually of a fleet of over one hundred vessels 
between the ports of the Red Sea and the Western Coast of India. 
The coins have been carefully and fully desciibed by Mr. Lewis Bice, 
the Director of Arohseologic^ Beseanehes in Mysore, and the following 
is a description of them:— 


I. Augustus, 

Obverae .—Legend AUGUSTtrs, nivr, r. Head of Augustus to right, 
Bevene .—Bull charging to right with head down and tail over back. 
In the exergue Imp. x. 

Obverse ^—Head of Augustus to right, laureate. Legend caesab. 

AUGUSTUS. E. PATER, DlVl, PATRIA. 

Reverse .—Cains and Lucius standing front, with spears and bucklers 
between them. Legend a x. oaebabes. augusti f. oos. 

I)ESIO. PRINC. JUVENT. 

Obverse ,—Head of Augustus to right, laureate, with legend Augustus 
nivi. F. 

Reverse, —c. caes. above horseman at full gallop, with infantry stan¬ 
dards behind ; below is aug,, the rest illegible. Beneath 
the horseman is scratched in Persian characters the word 
Karkh, 

Obrerse ,—^Head of Augustus to right, laureate. I.egend oaesab. 

AUGUSTUS. I)IVI. F. PATER PATRIAE. 

Reverse ,—Head of tibeiuus to right, with legend ti. oaesab, aug. f, 

TE, POT, 


Antonia, 

Obverse .—Head of aittonxa with wreath to right. Legend antoivia 

AUGUSTA. 

Reverse ,—Two upright torches connected with a fillet, with legend 
SACEBDOS. nivi. AUGUSTI. 

Tiberius, 

Obverse .—^Head of tiberius laureate to right. Legend tt. oaesab, 

UIVT, AUG. F. 

Reverse .—Vesta seated on a square stool right, with spear in right hand 
and olive branch to left. Legend pontif. maxim. 

Caligula. 

Head of caliguua, laureate to right, with legend c. caesab 

AXTO. aUBM. P.M. TR. POT, 
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Head of attgttstus laureate to riglit witli legend twcvirs. 

PATEB. PATBIAE.. 

Olaudi-us. 

Olierse .—^Head of claxteius to right, with legend ti. olatjI) CAESAi^. 

AUG. GEBM. P.H. TB. POT. 

Meverse. — ex. s.o. ob. oivm BEBrAXOs, within a wreath of oak leaves. 
Obverse. —Head ol Claudius, laureate to right, with legend oLatb^ 

OAESAB. AUG. GEBK. P.M, TB. P. 

JReverse. —Constancy seated to left with footstool, raising right hand. 
Legend coiststantia augusti. 

Obverse. —^Head of Claudius, laureate to right, ti. glad, caesab. aug. p.m. 

TB. P. n. IMP. XI. 

Reverse. —Wiiiged female figure of Yictory (?) standing to rights 
raising necklace with right hand, and holding out cadu- 
eeus with left towards a serpent wliich is gliding away. 
Legend paci. aug. 

As regards the disoovery of Roman copper coins in Southern India, 
Mr, Sewell says: A number of coins of all ages have been found at 

the ‘ Seven Pagodas ^ (Mahahalipuram), amongst others, Roman, Chinese 
and Persian. A Roman coin damaged, hut believed to be of Theo- 
* dosius (A.D. 39f3), formed part of Colonel Maokenzie^s collection. 
The reading' ^ven by Prinsep of the latter coin, which was found 
at the Seven Pagodas together with several others bearing the same 
device, but of smaller size, is:— 

Obverse. —.... dosius. p.p. . ., Head with star on the right. 

Rmme —globia. bohabobum. Three figures standing, armed with 
spears. 

After describing ^ the finds of Roman gold coins as affording testi* 
mony of the frequent intercourse of Roman traders with the Indian 
Ocean, Sir Walter Elliot goes on to say: Still more decisive proof is 

3 lied by the existence of ^eat numbers of Roman coins occurring 
Chinese and Arabian pieces along the Coromandel coast. The 
Roman specimens are chiefty oholi, much effaced, but among them I 
have found the epigraphs of Valentinian, Theodosius, and Eudocia. 
These are found, after every high wind, not in one or two places, but 
at frequent intervals, indicating an extensive commerce between China 
and the Red Sea, of which the Coromandel coast seems ta have been the 
emporium. The western traders must either have circumnavigated 
Ceylon or come through the P4mban passage, probably by the fatter 
way, but in either case must have communicated freely with Ceylon.^* 
Further, Sir Walter Elliot says elsewhere on the same subject: 

Along the Coromandel coast, from Nellore as far south as Ouddalore 
and Pondicherry, a class of thin copper die-struck coins, which, 
although not directly connected with the Andhra type, may be 
appropriately considered next. They are found in considerable 
numbers in or near dunes and sand-knolls in the vicinity of thekupama 

Op. cit., Yol. i, p. 190. 

^ Joifm. Ak So(^., Benq.^ 1832, toL i, p. 406, pL x, %. 46. 

^ Ind. Ant 1873. vol. ii, p. 242. 
dftumumat Orimt. Coins of Southern India, 1885, p, 35. 
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or flslimg hamlets that stud the shoTe^ together with Boman oboli, 
perforated Chinese coins, bits of lead and other metal, beads, fragmenta 
of charcoal, &c. 

Those are collected by the wives and children of the fishermen 
after gales of wind or heavy rains, and purchased from them by the 
itinerant pedlars, called Ijabis and Merkayars, in exchange for useful 
necessaries, by whom they are sold to braziers and coppersmiths. The 
discovery of articles of this description in such localities indicates the 
existence of a considerable maritime trade in former times, probably 
during the first four or five centuries of the Christiau era. 

“ The Eoman coins are all of the smallest value, and are generally 
worn smooth, hut on two or three the names of Valentinian and 
Eudocia have been read.” It is much to be regretted that these coins 
are nearly always so worn that it is impossible to decipher their 
legend, and this is notably the ease with the coins which are found, from 
time to time, in the Madura district. As regards this district, Mr. Sewell 
says : Mr. Scott, Pleader in the District Court of Madura, is in posses¬ 

sion of a very fine collection of aucient coins, mostly found at Madura 

.The collection includes a large number of lioman copper coins 

(among which I noticed coins of Honorius and Aroadins), found in 
the bed of the river Vigai, as well as a Chinese coin from the same place. 
The discovery of so many copper coins of the Eoman empire seems to 
argue the existence at Madura of a Eoman colony at one period. If 
the coins were merely gold or silver, the discovery would not he so 
significant.” 

To the Eev. J. E. Tracy I am indebted for the following list of 
Eoman coins in his cabinet, which were collected in the Madura 
district. 

Aureus of Domitian. 

Olv&rm, —Laureate head of emperor r. gehmanio imp. oaes. domiti. 

ANVS AIJG. 

j!?^j?r#<?.~-Helmeted head of emperor r. p.m.t.e. pop. hi. imp. v. cos. 

X. P.P. 

Aureus of Theodosius. 

Ohverm .—Head of emperor, with the legend of his names and titles. 

Memrse, -Standing figures of the two sons of the emperor, and the 

legend salvs, KEiFVBniCAX. In the exergue conob. 

Pound in the Tirumangalam taluk. 

Aureus of Constans II ? 

Pound in the Tirumangalam taluk. 

Copper coins of Theodosius, Honorius (?) and Anastasius, and 
several other copper Eoman coins with indistinct legends from Madura. 

Two Eoman copper coins were sent in 1888 to the Madras Museum 
from Kilakarai, on the Madura coast, where they were found by 
Mr. J. P. James, Port officer, together with a large number of Bud¬ 
dhist, Chola, Pdndyan, and other coins. Both coins are very much 
worn, and the legends on the obverse are entirely illegible. One bears 
on tbe obverse the head of some emperor, and on the reverse a cross 


Op. cit.j vol. i, pp. 28a and 291, 
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within a circle; while the other bears on the obverse the head of an 
emperor (Decentius or Juliamis II ?), and on the reverse vox. xv. mult. 
XX. in four lines within a laurel wreath fastened above with a circular 
ornament, 

A.S regards the question how the Roiixan coins were originally 
brought to India, I may with advantage quote extracts from the article 
by Captain Drury to which I have already referred. We will now,^^ 
he says, “ consider, in a brief and somewhat imperfect sketch, to what 
extent and in what manner the Roman trade first arose and was subse¬ 
quently carried on with the countries of the East, and more especially 
with that part of India, to which we would more exclusively refer, the 
Malabar coast, and also what degree of information the Romans actually 
possessed of this part of the country, and what kind of commodities 
were chiefly sought for their luxury or use. 

“Previous to their conquest of Egypt, the Romans derived the 
benefits of Eastern commerce indirectly from the merchants of that 
country, who, under the reign of Alexander and the Ptolemies, mono¬ 
polised the entire trade of India and the adjacent countries. Besides 
this route, the articles of Indian produce and manufacture were imported 
intjo Europe by a longer and more tedious way than that of the Red Sea. 
Being brought in vessels up the Persian Gulf and Euphrates, they were 
conveyed thence across land to Palmyra, then the grand emporium of 
Eastern commerce, and which, in its central position, became an impor¬ 
tant place from its flourishing and prosperous trade. Erom Palmyra 
the goods were carried to the different ports of Syria, and thence dis¬ 
tributed to the various countries bordering on the Mediterranean Sea. 
At last the Romans, having subjected Greece and Syria to their sway 
and overcome the Republic of Carthage, made a descent upon Egypt, 
which soon yielded to the force of their arms, and from this time that 
rich and celebrated country was transformed into a Roman Province, 
This happened during the reign of Augustus, and about thirty years 
before the birth of Christ. 

“ Erom this time we n)ay conclude that all direct intercourse of the 
Romans with the East oommenoed,^^ 

“ They followed up their victories with that characteristic energy for 
an increased trade which they ever displayed after the subjection of a 


Jo%irn, Soc.f Beng., 1801, vol. xx, pp. 876'-380. 

Dr. G, Oppert writes (Madras Journal of Idierature and Scienee, 1879, vol. xxiv, 
pp, 209-210) : “ The more the commerce increased between India and the Roman Empire, 
the greater progress was also made in the art of navigation. The Western trade was 
viewed in India with favorable eyes, and the occasional embassies which were sent from 
India to Roman emperors show this fact plainly. Thns we hear of Indian envoys with 
preoious presents being sent to Augustus, Claudius, Antoninus Pius, and Julianus. 

With resnect to the knowledge concerning India, it is certain that the author of the 
Teriplus M oris T>y:! ra i) did not double Cape Comorin, but Plinias was acquainted with 
the Koromandel Coast, and Ptolemy’s knowledge embraced Burmah and even China. 
This country was visited by a Greek merchant Alexandres, who stopped at Kanton. 
Markianos of Heraklea and Ammianus Maroellinus provide on these points still more 
accurate accounts. We may, perhaps, be allowed to call Nanstathmos (Karaoi), Theo- 
phila (Suradai'a) in Gujarat, Bjzantium on the Malabar coast and other places Grecian 
colonies. 

“ As long as Rome was the sole capital of the empire, Indian goods went from Alex¬ 
andria mainly to Rome j but when the empire became divided, Byzantium, or as it is now 
called Constantinopolis, participated in the receipt of the Eastern articles. Among the 
merchant® who met in Alexandria, many Hindus were to be found, though the statue of 
the river-god Indus in that town was probably the gfift of a Greek aixd not of a Hindu* 
The presence of Brahmans is even reported from Constantinople.” 
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foreign people, and the glorious provspeot of an undivided command of 
the Eastern trade added an unusual degree of vigour to their Buhse*- 
quent proceedings. 

‘^Although the occupation of Egypt by the Homans offered them 
a far greater facility of communicating with India, yet their progress 
in this respect appears to have been slow and gradual, Augustus pro^ 
bably being more desirous of firmly establishing his authority in that 
country tlian extending his views to the conquest of remoter lands*. 
No expedition to the countries bordering on the Bed Sea appears to 
have been meditated till some seventy or eighty years after the 
Egyptian conquest. During all this time the trade had heen carried 
on by Greek or Egyptian vessels. Without venturing far to sea, the 
commanders of these ships, starting from the port of jBerenioe (vrhieh 
still retains its ancient name), were in the habit of creeping slowly along 
the Arabian coast up the Persian Gulf, and never, perhaps, reaching 
farther than the mouths of the Indus, till at last a certain commander 
more venturesome than his predecessors, boldly pushed across the ocean, 
and, favored hy the monsoon, safely reached the port of Musiiis on the 
Malabar coast.^^ This successful voyage was but the prelude to other 
anore fox’tunate enterprises, and so rapid became the increase of com-* 
munication that not long afterwards a fleet of one hundred and twenty 
sail was annually wafted by the assistance of the monsoon from the 
Red Sea to the coast of Malabar, from which time a regular trade was 
established between the pprts of Egypt and the Bed Sea and those 
of the western coast of India. 

‘‘ From the death of Augustus to the elevation of Trajan to the 
imperial throne, no important additions had been made to the limits 
of the empire with the exception of Britain. Trajan soon began to 
entertain the idea of carrying the Eoman arms to the East, and, circum¬ 
navigating the coast of Arabia, vainly hoped at length to reach the 
shores of India; but the expedition was so far unsuccessful, and, the 
death of that emperor soon after taking place, the project was entirely 
abandoned by his successor Hadrian. 

‘‘ The attempt ot Trajan, who died 117 A.D., was never repeated by 
his successors, nor does there appear to have heen any fresh acquisition 
made to the knowledge hitherto obtained of the western part of India 
until the reign of Justinian, when, owing to the increase^ of the silk 
trade, the rival power of the Persians sprang up. The empire was even 
then in its decline, and the traffic, and, consequently, the dominion 
over tliese seas being successfully disputed hy a maritime people, the 
Eomans were soon compelled to share, and finally to abandon, the 
profits of their commercial dealings with India, which had hitherto been 
crowned with such advantage and success. 

“Even the information which the most celebrated writers of the. 
first and second centuries had obtained of India was most inaccurate 


It is not exactly known where the present position of Mnsiris or even of Baraoe, 
another port which was not far from it. liol’ertfeon, adopting the opinion of Major BenneU, 
is inoUned to hx them both between the modern towns of Goa and Tellicherry, relying m 
a remark of Pliny that “ they were not far distant from Cottonara, a csonntry where p^;^ 
is produced in great ahundanoe^’. In this case Baraoe might be Barooor, as 
aapposed, and Mosiris in ail probability Mangalore. 
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and imperfect, and Stra*bo, Ptolemy, Pliny, and others equally ao- 
fcnowledge and regret the scanty materials which they possessed regard- 
mg the true position and places of the Indian continent; yet Cape 
Comorin was even then celebrated for its pearl-fisheries, and Ceylon, 
discovered under the reign of the Emperor Claudius, had already sent 
an embassy to Home. 

It is most probable that the Eomans never exerted themselves to 
penetrate to any great distance for the commodities they procured from 
the East, being contented to carry on their trade at those markets on the 
Malabar coast which were easiest of access and sufiioient for the pur¬ 
poses required. One or more ports, such as Musiris or Barace, were most 
likely the chosen spots to which were gathered the necessary products 
of the Indian countries from whatever side they were brought, and from 
thence they were shipped to Egypt, any thence to the shores of Italy. 
Merchandise was also conveyed, and, perhaps, still more frequently than 
by sea, across the country, enriching several towns and cities on the 
route which became the emporia of such commercial goods as were 
despatched from the eastern to the western coast. 

‘‘ Thus the modern town of Aramhooly, called ArguropoHs by the 
Greeks, was celebrated in those days for its extent and for the busy 
trade carried on there. Ptolemy also and Pliny mention Kotar or 
Nagereoil under the names of Oottiara and Oottora metropolis ; while 
the Greek and Egyptian mariners, being afraid of doubling Cape 
Oomorin,^^ used to find a safe anchorage for their vessels in the little 
harbours of Oovalnm and Colaohull to the northern part of that cape, 
and which were called in those days—^the former Colis or Oolias and 
the latter Oojaci. 

The chief articles of export from India during the time of the 
oocnpation of Egypt by the Romans were spices of various kinds, 
diamonds and other precious stones, ivory, pearls, silk, &c., the latter 
probably brouglit from China only. Cinnamon was perhaps more 
extensively imported from Arabia or the eastern coast of Africa, in 


** The principal olasHieal works which speak of India include— 

Du^dorua Siculus ,. ., ' ,. circa 8 A.D. 

Btnibo . ., ,. circa 23 „ 

PHny . circa 77 „ 

Peri plus Maris Erythrjoi .. perhaps 81-96 „ 

Ptolemy '. perhaps 138-161 ,, 

Arrian ,, .. perhaps 150-160 „ 

Pausanias. perhaps 166-180 „ 

Bardesancs .. .. circa 214 „ 

-(?B31iaii , * , ». ,, ,. circa 226 „ 

Dion Chrysostom and Plnlarch (about 100 A.D.) also refer to India, and the Indian 
embassies are described by Strabo, Suetonius, 0ion t’asBius, and Pliny; but with the excep¬ 
tion, perhaps, of Pliiiy,the Rnman historians seem to have had very little original informa- 
tion as to the far East,’’ 0. Reigniex Conder, E.E., Syrian Stone Lorey 1886, p. 231. 

** It (Cape Comorin) is called KouiJiria Akron, Cape Komaria, by Ptolemy, and 
Komarei or simply Komar by the author of the Periplus. The latter says; After Bakare 
occurs the mountain called Pyrrhos (or the Bed) towards the south, near another district 
of the country, called Paralia (where the pearl-fisheries are, which belong to king Pandion) 
and a city of the name of Kolkhoi. In this tract the first place met with is called Balita, 
which has a good harbour and a village on its shore. Next to this is another place 
called Komar, where is the cape of the same name and a haven.”—Bishop CaldwelPs 
JSisiory of Tinnc'celly^ 1881, p. 19. 

Mr. Scott simgests that the Pyrrhos of the nuthor of the Peiiplus is probably 
Txichengode, “ Teru sen kOdti,” the holy loJ point- or mountain. 
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allusion to wHola. a modem writer lias remarked that tke seaport of 
Aden was in those days used by the Romans as an entrepot for the mer* 
ohandise passing from India to Egypt, That seaport was apparently 
the same place which Ptolemy named ‘ Arabise emporinm,’ and the author 
of the Periplus tells us that a little before his time it was destroyed by 
the Romans; but it is to be presumed that the Romans followed up 
their victory by ooonpation, for the position assigned in the Periplus to 
Arabia PeHx, together with the principio that it is nature which chiefly 
determines the site of a great maritime emporium, proves that the place 
in question was no other than Aden, which in the fifth century was the 
Roman emporium of the Indian trade.” Pepper was entirely supplied 
from the Malabar coast, and large quantities were shipped every season 
for the markets at Rome, where it was esteemed one of the gimtest 
luxuries of the day. When Alario was besieging Rome in the fifth 
century and condescended to accept a ransom for the city, he expressly 
stipulated for the deliverance ^of 3,000 lb. of pepper,’ so much value 
was attached to that commodity. All sorts of precious stones W’ere 
eagerly sought after hy the wealthier inhabitants, though it is singular 
that the Romans set a higher value on pearls than they did on diamonds. 
The former were procured as at the present day near Oeylon and Cape 
Comorin, and the mines at Sumbhalapura, in Bengal, are probably the 
same which yielded their treasures for the Roman merchants some 
twenty centuries ago. Lastly, ivory, ebony, and a few commodities of 
minor importance completed the list of useful or luxurious articles 
which were transmitted from this country. 

Prom the above brief sketch of the communication which the Ro¬ 
mans had with the western coast of India and the enumeration of the 
chief articles of commerce, which attracted their merchants hither for 
the purposes of trade, we have little occasion to be surprised at the 
discovery of such coins as have from time to time been found in this 
country. The great difficulty lies in determining by whom and how 
they were actually brought here, and how many centuries may have 
passed away since they were either lost or deposited in those spots 
whence they are now taken. The oldest coins in the present collection 
are those of Augustus, and the latest those of Antoninus Pius, embra¬ 
cing a period of about one-hundred and forty years. We must, there¬ 
fore, conclude that they were all brought here subsequent to, or during 
the reign of, the last-mentioned emperor, while the very remarkable 
state of preservation in which they exist would lead us to suppose that 
they had never been in extensive circulation or use previously. It can 
be no matter of suiprise that no other memorials of those tim^ are 
found upon this coast, such as buildings, &c., for the ancients obtained 
no footing in the country, but merely came and returned with their 
ships laden with merchandise. 

In the absence of all direct testimony as to the probable fact of 
these coins having been conveyed here hy the Romo-Egyptian traders, 
there is another supposition, worthy of taking into consideration, 
whether they may not have been brought here by those Jewish refugees, 
who, emigrating from Palestine about the year 6S A.D., spread them¬ 
selves over this part of the continent at that early period. That country 
was then a Roman province, and, consequently, Roman money was 

6 
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there in circmlation. At that time ten thousand Jews with their 
families came and settled on the coast of Malabar, and dispersed them¬ 
selves in various places, chiefly on the sea coast. Now, supposing 
several emigrations of the kind to have succeeded each other and taken 
place during the third and fourth centuries (Palestine did not cease to 
he a Eoman province until the beginning of the seventh century), it is 
not unlikely that these coins may have been brought by them, and 
either from suffering persecution or oppression at the hands of the 
natives, they may have buried these treasures for greater security or 
concealment; hut besides the Jews, the Nestorian Christians may have 
been instrumental in conveying foreign coins to these countries. In 
485 A.D., they obtained a footing in Persia, whence they spread into 
almost every country of the East; hut I do not consider this theory 
entitled to so much consideration from the fact of the coins being found 
in greater numbers on or near to the sea coast, on which account it 
would assuredly he more plausible to support the idea of their having 
been brought by the Homans from Egypt, or the Jews from Palestine, 
presuming the latter people in their emigration came either by way of 
the Eed Sea or the Persian Grulf 
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CATALOG U E 

OP 

ROMAN COINS IN THE MADRAS MDSEDM 

FOUND IN SOUTHERN INDIA, 


No. 

Metal. 

Obv. 

Eev. 

1 


AUGUSTES. 

1 

Ar. 

CA^:SAB. AYGVSTYS. I)TYI. F. 

PATER. PATRIAE. Laureate 
Lead of Augustus r. 

AYGYSTX. F. COS. DESIO. PRIN0 
lYYENT. Caius and Lucius 
Cgesar standing, eacL Lold^ 
ing a spear. Above a 
capeduncula and Utum and 
buckler resting on tLe* 
ground, o.l. caesares in 
the exergue. 

2 


i 

N ! 

i; 

3 


>> 

ft 

4 

1 



5 

6 

7 

1 >» 

CAESAR. AYOY8TTS. Head of 
Augubtus r. 

If 

AYGYSTYs. Divi. F. Laureate 
Lead of Augustus r. 

1 

1 

i ff 

\ 

1 >> 

A Parthian or German pre¬ 
senting a cLiid to the Em¬ 
peror seated on a eurule 
chair, imp. xiii in the 
exergue. 



TIBEEIUS. 

8 

All. 

TI. CAESAR. DIVX. AYO. F. AYG- 
YSTYS. Laureate Lead of 
Tiberius r. 

PONTIF. MAXIM. Vestft Seated 
r, a spear in r. Land^ 
branch in 1. 

9 

>> 

if 

if 

10 

>> 

if 

n 


m 
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Ko. 

Metal. 

Obv. 

Bev. 



TIBERIUS— 

11 

AUn 

TI. CAESAB. DIVI. AVG. B. AYG- 
VSTYS. Laureate head: of 
Tiberius r. 

PONTiE. MAXIM. Testa seated 
r, a speax’ in r. hand^ 
branch in 1. 

12 

Ax. 

77 


18 

>) 

M 

» 

14 

}> 

n 

if 

15 

if 

n 

*7 

16 

Au. 

GAESAB. AY6VSTYS. BIYI. E. 

PATER. PATRIAE. Laureate 
head of Tiberius r. 

TX. CAESAB. A fri- 

umphal quadriga j horses 
■walhing r. 

17 

r) 

TI. CAESAB. Dm. AYG. E. 
AYOY8TY8. Laureate head 
of Tiberius r. 

DXYI. AYG, ...... DIYI, P. 

Laureate head r. 

18 

Ar* 


.DIYYS. AYG. .... 

Tiberius r. 

Head of Augustus r. 



NERO DRUSUS. 

19 

Aix. 

NEBO. CliAYD. CAIS, BRYSVS. 

GERM. Head of 

Drusus 1. 

[saceed}. coopt, in. omn.cond. 
SYP. NYM. In the centre 
the four instruments of 
sacrifice, viz., 
tripmf Utum^ and ^aUra. 

20 


NERO. CLAYD. DRVSVS. GERM. 

I pRiNC. ivvENT. Head of 
Drusus 1. 

77 

21 


NERO. CDAYDieS. DRYSYS. GEB- 
MANicYs. IMP. Laureate 
head of Drusus 1. 

Triumphal arch surmounted 
by two human figures 
spated and an equestrian r. 
holding spear ; horse pranc¬ 
ing. Over the crown of 
the arch be. 

22 


, ... DBYSYS. 

Trophy, consisting of a 
standard, two shields 

crossed, and arrows, 

j Bound the margin, between 
the rays of the trophy be. 

. GERMANIS. 

GERKANICV8. IMP. Lau¬ 

reate head of Drusus 1. 










ROMAN COINS. 


87 


Ko. 

Metal. 

Obv. 

Eer. 



NEEO DEUSUS-co»#. 

23 

Ar. 

[nero. claveivs. germakicvs. 
imp]. Laureate Lead of 
Drusus r. 

Equestrian statue on a trium¬ 
phal arch between two 
trophies, be. germ, on 
the frieze of the arch. 

24 



>> 

25 

tf 

KERO. CEAVDIYS. [OERM- 

AKicvs. IMP.]. Head of 
Drusus 1. 

BE. GERMAK [is]. Trophy of 
arms. 



ANTONIA. 

26 

Au. 

[aktokia]. avgysta. Head 
of Autonia, crowned with 
a cereal wreath. 

coKs [taktiae] ATGVSTI. a 
standing female hgure, 
emblematic of Constancy, 
leaning on a staff and 
holding a cornucopia. 

27 

Ar. 

AKTOKIA. AVGYSTA. Head of 

Antonia r. 

i 

[sACERBOs]. BIYl, AYGYSTI. 
Two torches xmited by gar¬ 
land and bands. 

28 

>> 

>> 

ji 



CALIGULA AND AUGUSTUS. 

29 

Ar. 

0. CAES. AYG. GERM. P-M. TR. 

p. Head of Caligula r. 

Head of Augustus, with 
radiate crown, between two 
stars. 

30 

>> 


if 

31 


)» 

\ 

1 If 



CALIGULA AND AGEIPEINA. 

32 

>> 

i 

‘0. CAESAR. AYG. GERM. P.M, 
TB. POT. Laureate head of 
Caligula r. 

AGRIPPIKAE. MAT. CAES. AYG. 

GSRM. Head of Agrippina 

r. 

33 

i 

‘ If 

ff 

84 

>> 

if 

s$ 

85 


if 

f9 
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No. 

Metal. 

Ohv, 

Rev. 



CALIGULA AND GEEMANIOUS. 

86 

Au. 

0. OAESAE. [aTG. QEEM.]. P.M. 

TR. POT. Laureate Lead of 
Oaligula r. 

QEBMANICYS. CAES. P.C. CAES. 

AYG. GERM. Head of Ger- 
manicus r. 

37 

Ar. 

ff 

tf 



CLAUDIUS. 

38 

Au. 

TI. OLAVD. CAESAR. ATO. P.M. 
TR. p.x. IMP. p.p. Laureate 
Lead of Claudius r. 

s.P.Q.B. P.P. 0 B. o.s. Y^itLin 
a wreatL (tLe corona quer- 
cea). 

89 

Ar. 

TI. CLAVU. CAESAR. ATG. P.M. 

TR. p. . .. Laureate Lead of 
Claudius r. 

ft 

40 

1} 

>f 

ff 

41 

>> 

ft 

if 

42 

An, 

TI. CliATD. CAESAR. ATG. P.M. 
TR. p. vr. IMP. XI. Laureate 
Lead of Claudius r. 

Equestrian statue ou a trium- 
pLal arch between two 
tropLies. pe. britann. on 
tLe frieze of tLe aroL. 

43 

Ar. 

TI. CLAVD. CAESAR. AYG. P.M. 

TR. p.Laureate Lead 

of Claudius r. 

)} 

44 

Au. i 

TI. CEATO. CAESAR. ATG. P.M. 
TR. p.x. IMP. p. p. Laureate 
Lead of Claudius r. 

PACi. AYGYBTAE. Victorj point¬ 
ing with caduceus to a 
serpent. 

44*1 

ff 

! 

If 

45 

Ar. 

TI. CLAVD. CAESAR. ATG. 


Laureate Lead of Claudius 
r. 


46 


ff 

ft 

47 

jj 

j) 

ff 

48 

An, 

DITYS. CLAVPIYS. AYGYSTYS. 

Laureate Lead of Claudius 

L 

Carpenium drawn by four 
horses, ex. s.o. in the ex¬ 
ergue* 

49 

At. 


ff 

50 

>> 

/f 

ft 
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No. 

MefcaL 

Obv. 

Eev. 



OLAUDIUS-tfowif. 

51 

Ar. 

TT, nLAyn. r’ATf’SATt. Avff.. 

EX. S.O. OB. CITES. SERTATOS. 

witLin a wreath (the corona 
quercecH). 

Laureate Lead of Claudius 
r. 

52 

9f 

ft 

[ praetor], reoept. Clau¬ 
dius giTiiJ^ Lis right Laud to 
soldiers Loldiug standard 
and shield. 

53 

ff 

of Claudius r. 

OONSTAN[TIAE] . ATGTSTX, 

Female figure seated. 



CLAUDIUS AND DEUSUS. 

54 

Au. 

1 

TI. OLAVD. CAESAK. AVCf. OEBM. 

p.M. TR. Laureate 

Lead of Claudius r. 

NERO. CLATB. CAES. BRVSVS. 
GERM. PBINO. ITTEHT. Head 

of Brusus L 


i 

CLAUDIUS AND AQEEPPINA. 

. 

55 

1 

i 

TI. OLATB. CAESAR. AVO, 0ERM. 
p.K. TRiB. POT. p.p. Lau¬ 
reate Lead of Claudius r. 

AGRIPPINAE. ATGYSTAE. Hoad 

i of Agrippina r. 

i 

1 

56 

Ar, 

>» 

1 

1 

57 


if 

1 



NEED. 

58 

Au. 

NERO, CAESAR. AVO. IMF. Head 

of Nero r. 

PONTIP. MAX. TR. P. TO. OOS. 
III. P.P. Draped figure of 
Ceres 1. ex. s.o. in field. 

59 


ft 

ft 

60 

)7 

if 

PONTIP. MAX. TR. . . . EX. 8.0. 
within a wreath (the corona 
qmrcm). 

61 

ft 

if 

PONTIP. MAX. TE. P. II. P.E* 
EX. s.o. within a wreath. 

61-1 

if 

n 

„ but TE. p. VE OOS. nn. 
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No. 


Metal. 


Obv. 


Rev. 


NEBO —oont 



Au. 


NERO. OAESAR. AYG. IMP. Head 
of Nero r. 


PONTIP. MAX. TR. P. YTII. COS. 

iiir. p.p. Figure r. with, 
clothes descending to the 
knees ; helmet on head ; 
1. knee bent and support¬ 
ing a globe (?) held in the 
hands. EX. s.o. in the 
field. 


63 


f} 




>> 


64 


It 


tt 


65 


PONTIF. MAX .A figure 1, 

clothed; helmet on head, 
and wearing winged san¬ 
dals ; r. knee bent; foot 
resting on pedestal; r. hand 
holding quiver ; 1. hand 
grasping spear. 


Ar. 


[nbroni]. claybio. dryso. 
GERM...... Head of young 

Nero r* 


Eqyester. ordo. prinoipi. 
IVYENT. inscribed on a 
shield. 


67 


NEBO AND AGBIPPINA. 


NERO. CLAYD. DIVI. 

Heads of Nero and Agrip 
pina r. 


AGRIPPINA. AYG. DIYI. 

NERONis. Car drawn by four 
elephants, in which are 
seated two soldiers, one of 
whom carries his helmet on 
the end of liis spear. 


YESPASIAN. 


68 



Au. 


YESPASIANYS. AVG. Lau 

reate head of Vespasian r. 


Bull r, with head lowered and 
tail erect, imp. xiii. in the 
exergue. 


t? 


DOMITIAN. 


IMP. CAES. BOMITIANYS. AYG. 

p.M. Laureate head of 
Domitian r. 


JYPPITER. CONSERVATOR, 

Eagle on perch, with ex¬ 
tended wings. 


nOMIT. AYGYSTA. IMP. BOMIT. 
Head of Domitian; back 
hair in plaits and tied in 
long-looped knots; shoul¬ 
ders draped. 
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No, 

Metal. 

Obr. 

! 

j Rev. 



DOMITIAN— 

70 

Au, 

IMP, CAES. DOMIT. AVO, OEKM. 

p.M.. Laureate 

head of PomitiaiL r. 

IMP. . . . Boated nude figure 
of Jupiter. 

71 

J9 

IMP. CAES. BOMITIANTS. AUG. 

p.M. Laureate head of 
Domitiau r. 

m. POT. ir. COS. viii. bes. x. 
p.p. Standing figure of 
Domitiau r., draped as 
Mars, with shield on 1, 
arm, and throwing javelin 
with r. hand. 

72 

f} 

IMP. CAES. BOHIT. AVG. GERM. 
p.M. TR. p.v. Laureate 
head of Domitiau r. 

IMP. XI. 'cos. xii. . . p.p. The 
emperor standing I, robed 
as Jupiter. 

73 

}) 

DOMITIANTS, AVGVSTVS. GER- 

MAjj-icvs. Laureate head of 
Domitiau r. 

cos. xm. BVB, BJBG. FECIT, 
Salie priest standing L, 
with rod in r. hand and 
sacred shield on 1. arm. 

74 

}) 

DOMiTiAisTs. AVGVSTFS. Lau¬ 
reate head of Domitiau r. 

GEBMANICVS • . . • . Minerva 
r. with shield on I. arm 
raised to throw a spear. 



NERVA. 

75 

9> 

IMP. NERVA. CAES, ATG. P.M. 
TR. POT. Laureate head of 
Nerva r. 

cos, nr. PATER. PATRIAE. A 
small vessel, a torch, a 
vase-lihe vessel, and th© 
litum. 

76-1 

a 

IMP. NEBVA. CABS. AVG. P.M. 
TB. p, COS. II. p. p. Lau¬ 
reate head of Nerva r. 

CONCORDIA EXERCITVTM^ TwO 

hands^ joined and holding 
a military ensign crowned 
with an eagle. The foot 
of the ensign rests on the 
prow of a vessel.^ 



TRAJAN. 

76 

I> 

1 

IMP. TEAIANO. ATG. GEB. BAC. 
P.M. TB. p. Laureate head 
of Trajan r_ 

cos. V. p.p. S.P.Q.R. OPTIMO, 
PBINC. A full length figure 
L, draped j holding a palm 
leaf (?) in r. hand and sx>ear 
in I. 


6 
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Ko. 

Kefcal. 

Obv. 

1 Bev. 



HADEIAN. 

77 

Au. 

IMP. OAESAU. TRATAE'. IIADRI- 

A3SYS. Av<3. Laureate head 
of Hadriau i. 

1 COS. III. Draped figure 1. 
holding ? in r. hand. 

78 


HAD.... AVGvsTvs. Head of 
Hadrian r. 

.. s. III. P.P. The emperor 
on horseback r. holding 
spear brought to the charge 
in r. hand. 

79 



ADVElirTVI. AVG. APRICAE. 

The emperor clothed, in 
toga, with r. hand raised 
towards a female figure, 
with trunk of elephant on 
head, and sacrificing at a 
tripod. 

Hadrian r. 



ANTONINUS PIUS. 

80 


ABTTONIHVS, AVG, PITS. P.P. TR. 

p. XXXI. Laureate head of 
Antoninus r. 

YOTA. SOL. DECEOT. II. The 
Emperor veiled, standing 1. 
over an altar, on which he 
is pouring out a libation, 
cos. Ill in the exergue. 

81 

It 

ANTOHim’’S. ATG. PIVS. P.P. TR. 
p. XIII. Head of Antoni¬ 
nus r. 

LAETITIA. cos. III. TwO 

female figures standing, one 
holding corn, the other a 
globe. 

82 

ii 

AXTOHIinrS. ATG. PITS. P.P. TR. 

p. XVI- Laureate head of 
Antoninus r. 

cos, in. Emperor standing 1. 
holding in r. hand globe, 
and sceptre in 1. 



FAUSTINA SENIOE. 

8S 

a 

DIVA. AT.FAVSTIlSrA. 

Head of Paustina r. with 
hair braided. 

. . . . TAs. AVG. Female 
figure standing 1, before an 
altar. 

84 

if ' 

DIVA. AVGVSTA. PATSTIXA, 

Head of Faustina r. 

AETERNiTAs. Female figure 

standing, facing L, holding 
patera and hasta. 



MARCUS AURELIUS. 

85 

n 

i 

AVBELIVS. CAESAR. ATG, PII. 

FiL. Head of Aurelius 1. 

TR, POT. VI. cos. ii. Minem^a 
standing 1. with victory in 
her extended r. hand. 
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No. 

MetaU 

. 

Obv. 

Eev. 



MAEOUS AUEELIUS-^otw!. 

86 

All. 

IMP, CAES. .... EL. AHTONI* 

Nvs. Ava. Head of Aurelius 
1. 

I [con] COEDIAE. ATGVSTOE. TE, 
p. XVI. Tbe Emperor and 
Lucius Yerus facing each 
other, with r. hands joined, 
cos. III. in the exergue. 



OOMMODUS. 

87 

] 

n i 

! 

Ii. AEL. AVRET., COMM. AVG. P.P. 

.... Laureate liead of Com- | 
modus bearded r. 

at. Ill. II. Figure of 

Minerva (?) 1. holding spear 
in r. hand, and a small 
figure in I 

88 

i 

! 

L. AEL. AVREL. COMM. ATG. P. j 
FEL. Laureate bead of 

Oummodus r. 

LIB. AVG. P.M. TE. P. XVII. COS. 
VII. P.P. Figure of libertj? 
standing 1. with staff in ]. 
hand and cap of libeHj in 
r, hand. 

89 


it 

1 HERCVLI. EOMANO. AVG. Com- 

modus as Hercules, stand- 
ing naked 1. having a club 
on his left arm, and a lion’s 
skin pendent from the arm ; 
his nght hand is resting 
on a trophy of arms, which 
stands at the right of the 
field. 



CAEAOALLA. 

90 

?» 

ANTOIS^VS. PIVS. AVG. BEIT. 

Laureate bead of Caracalla 
r. 

SEOVBiTATi. PEEPETVAE. Fe¬ 
male figure seated on a 
tlirone, r. arm supported on 
the back of the throne, and 
head resting on r. hand j 
seej)tre in the 1. hand. 



UNOEETAm EMPEEOES. 

91 

Ao. 

Head of emperor r. 

A cross within a circle. 

92 

n 

Head of emperor r. 

1 

1 

Inscription vot. xv. mult. xx. 
in four lines, within a lau¬ 
rel wreath, fastened above 
With a circular ornament. 
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SOME TYPES OF TITLES 

OK THE 

EOMAN GOINS IN THE EADEAS MOSEUM. 


Titles. 

Bemarks. 

ATG» TH. TIL. 

Aogusti Pii Pilius. On a gold coin 
of Marcus Aurelius. 

BEIT, 

Britauuicus. On a gold coin of Cara- 
calla. 

COS. OESIG. 

Consul designaius (Consul elect). On 
a silver coin of Augustus. 

BAG. 

Dacieus. On a gold coin of Trajan, 
who assumed tlie surname after 
his conquest of the Dacians. 

BIYA. ATGTSTA* 

On a gold coin of Faustina. 

BIVI. AYG. 

Divi August! Films. On a gold coin 
of Tiberius. 

DIYI. F. 

Divi Filius. 

BIYVS* 


GKRMANIOTS. 

1 

I On a gold coin of Nero Drusus, who 
was styled Oerm aniens from his 
victories over the Germans. The 
surname was assumed by many of 
the subsequent emperors, (Caligula, 
Nero, etc.). 

FATEE. FATEIAE* 


p.e. 

Proconsul On a gold coin of Cali¬ 
gula and Germanicus. 

P. FEB. 

Pius Felix. On a gold coin of Corn- 
modus. 

P M. TE POT. X. IMP. P.P. 

Pontifex Maximus, Tribunitia Potes- 
tate X, Imperator, Pater Patrife. 

P.P, 

Pater Patrim. 
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Titles. 

Eemarks. 

POOTIF. MAX. 

Pontifex Maximus. 

PONTIF. MAXIM. 

>7 f7 

PBAETOE. BEOEPT. 

Preetorianis receptis. On a gold 
coin of Claudius. 

PBIISrC. IWENT. 

Princeps Juventutis. On a silver 
coin of Augustus, and gold coin of 
ISIero Prusus. 

SAOBRDOS. DIVI. AYGTSTI. 

On a silver coin of Antonia. 
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SOME OF THE LEGENDS 

ON THE 

ROMAN COINS IN THE MADRAS MUSEUM. 


Legends. 

Eemarks. 

ADVBNTVI, A.VG. AFRIOAE. 

On a gold coin of Hadrian. 

AETEBKITAS. 

On a gold coin of Faustina. 

AGBIPPINAE. ATG. 

On a gold coin of Claudius and 
Agpippina. 

AGRIPPINAE. MAT, CAKR, 

Agrippince Matri Oeesaris. On a 
silver coin of Caligula and Agrip¬ 
pina. 

CX. CAE8ARES. 

Cains et Lucius Ceesares. On a 
silver coin of Augustus. 

COKCORBIA. EXERCITVVM. 

On a gold coin of Nerva. 

CONOORLIAE. AVGVSTOR. 

On a gold coin of Marcus Aurelius. 

COKSTANTIAE. AVGVSTI. 

On gold coins of Antonia and 
Claudius. 

DE. BRITANN. 

On a gold coin of Claudius, struck in 
^ commemoration of the conquest 
of Great Britain. 

1)E. GERM. 

I On a silver coin of Hero Drusus. 

' The legend refers to the victory 
over the Germans. 

DE. GERMANIS. 

On gold and silver coins of Nero 
Drusus. 

EQyBSTBR. OBBO. PBIErCIPX. lYVENT. 

On a gold coin of Nero. 

EX. S.C. 

Ex Senatus Oonsulto. On gold coins 
of Claudius and Nero. 

EX, S.O. OB. GIVES. SEBVATOS. 

On a gold coin of Claudius. 

HEBCVI/I, ROMAN’, AVO, 

On a gold coin of Oommodus. 

JVPPITER. OONSEBYATOB. 

On a gold coin of Domitian. 
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Legends. 1 

Bexnarks. 

LAETITIA. OOS. III. I 

Ob a gold coin of Antoninus Pius. 

LIB. AVG, 

Liberalitas August!. On a gold coin 
of Gommodus. 

LVD. SAEO. EEC. COS. XIII. 

Ludos sseculares fedt Consul XHI. 
On a gold coin of Domitian. 

OPTIMO. PBINC. 

On a gold coin of Trajan. 

PACI. AYGYSTAE. 

On a gold coin of Claudius. 

SAOERB. COOFT. IN*. OMN. 

CONL. SYPBA. NYM. 

Sacerdos eooptatus in omni collegia 
supra mimerum. On a gold coin 
of Nero Prusus. 

8EOVRITATI. TERPETYAE. 

On a gold coin of Caracalla. 

S.P.Q.B. OPTIMO. PBIKO, 

COS. V. P.P. 

On a gold coin of Trajan. 

S.P.Q.R. P.P. OB. C,S. 

On a gold coin of Claudius. 

YOTA. SOL. DECEKN. 

Yota soluta decennalia. On a gold 
coin of Antoninus Pius. 










INDO-PORTXJGUESE COINS. 


The liistoxy of the coinage for the Portuguese possessions in India, 
from the foundation of the Goa mint in 1510 by Afonso d’Alboquorque 
down to the present time, has been fully dealt with by Mr. J. Gerson 
Da Ounha in his admirable * Contributions to the Study of Indo- 
Portuguese Numismatics/^ to Avhioh I would refer the reader who is 
interested in the subject, and to which I am indebted for the description 
of the coins. 

The present catalogue contains only a description of the coins which 
are contained in the collection of the Madras Museum, and, to any one 
familiar with the history of the Indo-Portuguese coinage, it will he at 
once evident that the collection is very deficient in the coins struck 
prior to the latter half of the last century, and my efforts to improve 
it in this respect have proved fruitless; but this is not to be wondered 
at, for Mr. Da Ounha says : ‘‘ The subject of the Portuguese coinage in 
India is involved in much ohsourity. Money was first minted at Goa 
in 1510 A.D., only 370 years ago ; but its history is more vague and 
undefined than that of either the Greek or Roman coinag:o. The issue 
of coins by the viceroys, and often by the officers of the mint, without 
any intervention on the part of the viceroys or govemors-general, was 
conducted in the most unsystematic, not to say capricious, fashion. The 
coins not seldom bore impresses, effigies, and legends, which had no 
connection whatever with the reigning monarohs of the period when 
they were issued. Some of them were still minted long after a new 
currency with crowned or profile busts of kings was introduced. Again, 
some of these latter coins were struck years after the kings whose busts 
they bore had ceased to live. These whimsical variations both in types 
and in the standard of money are in themselves enough to cause no 
little confusion in the study of Indo-Portuguese numismatics. But 
these difficulties are increased tenfold by an absolute w^ant of examples 
of the early periods of the Portuguese rule in India, their place being 
but inefficiently supplied by some written reports and private memoirs. 
The coins of the xvith, xviith, and xviiiflh. centuries are not only 
scarce, but even the written documents relating to them are rare or 
deficient.’’ 

Silver and copper coins struck in Portuguese India ceased to be legal 
tender in British India in 1893. 


^ Education Society’s Byciilk, Bomkiy, 1880. 




ABBEEVIATIONS. 




An* =w Gold. 

Ar. =x Silver. 
Tg. sssTatenag, 


Ae. =? Copper. 
Br. =ss Brass. 
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CATALOGUE 

OF 

INDO-POETCTGUESE COINS IN THE MAMAS 
MUSEUM. 


No. 

Metal, 

Obv- 

B.ev» 



KING D. 

JOAO V. 


i 

1706- 

-1750. 



Rxjpia. 

1748. 

1 

Ar. 

Bust of tlie king r. with the j 
legend joankes. y.b.p. The 
date 1748 in the exergue, | 

Coat-of-arms of Portugal. 

! 

i 


KING D. JOSEI. 



1760- 

•1777. 

i 


Meio Paedao, 1753, 

2 

)) 

Bust of the king r. with the 
legend 10 eeph. Ib.p, The 
date 1753 in the exergue. 

1 

” 



Meia Tanga, llicx . 

2-1 I 


[ 

Bust of the king r. The 
date 1 7s^x in the exergue. 

Crown with 30 (the value of 
the coin in reis) below. 

[Da Cunha, pi, rii, 7.] 



S, Thom^, 1766. 

3 

^ Au. 

[ 

1 

Coat-of-arms of Portugal. 

Gross of St. Thomas in the 
field, having at its upper 
angles 2—x, and the date 
1766 in the lower ones. 
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No. 

Metal. 

Obv. 

1 Rev. 



5 Bbis. 1768. 

4 

4*1 

Ae. 

ft 

Ooat-of-arms of Portugal, 

ft 

Cross of tlie Order of Christ, 
having .in the angles the 
date 1768. 

[Da Cunlia, pi. vii, 11.] 

If 



12 Eeis. 1769. 

5 

Tg. 

Coat-of-arms of Portugal 
between tlie letters a— a. 

The numeral xii with the 
date 1769 below it, all 
within a wreath. 

[Da Cunha, pi. vil, 10.] 



6 Eeis. 

1769. 

6 



„ but numeral VI. 



4 Beis 

1 . 1769. 

7 

>> 

ff 

1 „ but numeral iv. 



Tanga. 1774. 

8 

Ae, 

1 Coat-of-arms of Portugal. 

^ Tanga in the field, surrounded 
by a laurel wreath, and 
having on the top a star. 

[Da Cunha, pi. vii, 8.] 



Meio Tanga. 1774. 

9 

if 

1 

I 

ft 

g. between two stars in the 
fi.^*ld, having 30 r. above, 
and the date 1774 below^: 
all encircled by a laurel 
crown. 

[Da Cunha, pi. vii, 9.] 



20 Eeis. 1774. 

10 

If 

ft 

„ hut 20 R. 

11 

1) 

ft 

. ft 



10 Eeis 

. 1774. 

12 

ft 

ft 1 

„ hut 10 R, 
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No. 

Metal. 

Ohr. 

Rev* 



Parbao. 1776. 

13 

Ar. 

Bust of tlie Icing r: 1776 
beidnd: parbao in front. 

Coat-of-anns of Portugal, 



1777. 

13*1 

Tg. 

Ooat-of-arms of Portugal. 

1 Cross of Christ, and date 1777, 



PUPIA. 

, 1777. 

14 

At. 

Bust of tbe king r: 1777 
behind : rypia in front. 

Coat-of-arms of Portugal. 



! 

[BaCnnha, pL vii, 4.] 



D. MAEIA I. 



1777- 

-1799. 



Meio parbao. 1782. 

15 

If 

Laureate busts of the queen 
and her husband (B. Pedro 
III), r : GOA behind : 150 E 
in Iront: 1782 in exergue. 

ff 



Bupia, 

. 1786. 

16 

tf 

Laureate busts of the queen 
and her husband; goa j 
behind: rypia in front: I 
1786 in exergue, j 


! 


Parbao. 1786. 

17 

' 1 

i 

fi 

Laureate busts of the queen 
and her husband; goa 
behind : parbao in &ont: 
1786 in exergue. 


i 


S. Thome. 1792. 

18 

All. 

Coat-of-arms of Portugal. 

The cross of St. Thomas, 
having at its upper 
angles 12—x, and at its 
lower angles the date 
1792. 



Bupia. 

1793. 

19 

Ar. 

Bust of the queen with 
widow^s cap : goa behind : 
BYPTA in front: 1793 in 

Ooat-of-arms of Portugal. 



exergue. 

1 
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!:To. Metal. 


D. JOaO YL 

B:fiGEiirT FROM 1799-1818. 

King from 1818-1826. 

19*1 Tg. Gross of Clirist, and date [ Ooat-of-arms of Portugal, and 
1799. 1 letters D—D. (Din). 

Rijpia. 1813. 

20 Ar, Bust of tlie regent laureate j Coat-of-arms of Portugal. 


Pardao. 1818. 


Bust of tlie King laureate r : 

I GOA behind: pardao in 
front: 1818 in exergue. 


Pardao. 1820. 

but 1820. Ooat-of-arms of the United 
Kingdom the arms of 
Portugal with the sphere 
of Brazil). 


B. PEDEO IV. 


1826-1828. 

Tanga* 

23 Br. Ooat-of-arms of Portugal. ap. (Asia Portuguese), withm 

a laurel wreath, and t. 
below it. 

[Da Cnuha, pi. viii, 9.] 

i) n ji 


25 „ 


26 „ 


Meio Tanga. 

,, with the 
addition of i between the 
letters ap. and x. 


Extpia. 1828. 


27 Ar. Bust of the ting r: goa be- Ooat-of-arms of the United 
hind: rypia in front: 1828 Kingdom, 
in exergue. 
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No. 

Metal 

Obv. 

Bev. 



I 1828. 

27-1 

Tg. 

Goat-of-arms of Portugal; 
and letters d.b, (Diu). 

Cross of Christ, and date 
1828, 



D. MAEIA. II.‘ 



1834- 

-1853, 



Etjpee. 1833. 

28 

At. 

„ but 1833. 

If 



Paedac 

K 1833. 

29 I 


Bust of Pedro iv. laureate r : 
GOA behind: pardao in 
front: 1833 in exergue. | 

)» 



Paudao. 1839. 

30 

71 

1 Bust of the queen L and 
legend pahdao. de. goa. 
1839 in exergue. 

Ooat-of-arms of Portugal 
surrounded by a laurel 
wreath. 



Eotia. 

1840. 

31 

It 

Bust of the queen 1. and [ 
legend rypia. be. goa, 1840 1 
in exergue, 1 




Tanga, 

. 1840. 

32 

Ae. 

Coat-of-amis of Portugal be¬ 
tween two laurel branches; 
1840 in exergue. 

60 r. within a laurel wreath. 

£Da Cuuhifc, pLix, I.] 

33 

>> 


i 

1 >> 



Meia Tanga. 1840, 

34 

It 


„ but 30 B. 

35 



}f 


^ ** This distinguished prino© (B. Pedro IV) abdicated the crown on behalf oi his 
daughter, D. Maria, on the 2nd of May 1826, which abdication was ratified on the 
2nd of Mamh 1828. He then declared himself regent of the kingdom on the 3rd of 
March 1832.” Da Cunha, Xudo^Fortugaese NumumaHcs, Bombay, 1880, 


8 
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16 Eeis. 1843. 

86 Ae* Ooat-of-arms of Porttigal 15 b— d* witldn a teaded 
•witMn flowoyy embellisii- circle, 
ments : 1843 in exergue. 


Exjpia. 1845. 

87 Ar. Bust of tbe queen diademed Eupia. witMn a laurel 
1. and legend maeia ii, poe- wreatli. 

TUG. ET. ALGAEB. BEGINA: 

1845 in exergue. 


[Da Ounha* pi. ix, 2]. 


Paedao. 1845. 


f Paedao. witbin a laurel 
i 'Wreath. 


10 Eeis. 1845. 


89 Ae. Coat-of-arms of Portugal: 
1845 in exergue. 


Eeis. 1845. 


6 Eeis. 1845. 


Eeis. 1845. 


Paedao. 1846. 


44 Ap. Bust of the queen diademed Paedao. within a laurel 
1. and legend maeia ii. poe- wreath. 


1. and legend maeia ii. poe- wreath. 
TtJG. ET ALGAEB. EEGINA: 

1846 in exergue. 



No. 


45 


46 


47 


48 


49 


50 


51 


52 


Metal. 


Obv. 


Bev.. 


Ar. 


Ae. 


Ar. 


Ae. 


Meio Pabbao. 1846. 


Bust of tlie queen diademed 
1. and legend mabia n. pob- 

TOG. ET AXGARB. BEGINA: 

1846 in exergue. 


Mexo p. 
•wxeatli. 


within a laurel 


6 Beis. 1848. 


Coat-of-arms of Portugal: 
1848 in exergue. 


8 Reis. 1848. 


Btoia. 1850. 


6 B. 


3 B. 


Bust of the queen diademed 
1. and legend mabia ii. pob- 

TOG. ET. ALGABB, BEGINA: 

1850 in exergue. 


Ooat-of-arms of Portugal: 
BUPiA DE GOA in exorgue. 


Pabbao. 1851. 

f, hut date 1851. ( Coat-of-arms of Portugal: 

PABBAO BE GOA in exergue. 


100 Reis. 1853. 

hut date 1858.( 100 bets, within a laurel 


wreath. 


D. PEBRO Y. 
1853—1865. 
Meio Taxga. 1861. 


Coat-of-arms of Portugal 
within two laurel branches: 
1854 in exergue. 


30 R. within a laurel wreath* 


53 









eo 
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Ko. MetaL 


Kxjpia. 1856. 

54 Ar. Head of the young Hng r. Eupia. goa. witliin a laurel 
and legend petbus v. pop- wreatli. 

TOG. ET ALGAEB. EEX : 1856 

iu exergue. [Ua Cunha, pi. ix, 6.3 

Eupee. 1857. 

65 . Ibut date 1857. { „ 


Paebao. 1857. 


Pardaxt. goa. witMn a laurel 
wreath. 


Meio Pardao. 1857. 


Meio. p. within a laurel 
wreath. 


Paebao, 1860. 

hut date 1860. ] Paebau. goa. within a laurel 
wreath. 


D. LUIZ 1. 
1861—1889. 
Paebao. 1868. 

Bust of the young king 1. 
and legend lubovicus i, 

POBTUG. ET ALGARB. BEX: 

1868 in exergue. 


Eupia. 1869. 

„ but 1869. Eupia GOA. within a laurel 

wreath. 

[Ba Ciinlia, pi. ix,S5.3 


PORTUGUESE COINS. 


61 




% 


Ho. 

Metal. 

Obv. 

Her. 



Tanga. 1871. 

61 

Ae. 

Coat-of«-anns of Portugal 

Tanga 60 reis. 'withdn. a 



and legend India portug : 

laurel wreath. 



1871 in exergue. 





[Da Cunlm, pi. ix, 9.3 

62 


tf 

ft 



Meio Ta 

NGA. 1871. 

63 


ff 

J Tanga 80 reis, within a 




laurel wreath. 

1 

64 


n 

>> 



Quarter T, 

ANGA. 1871. 

65 

ff 


J Tanga 15 reis. within a 




laurel wreath. 

66 

>> 

1 

9t 

1 

i 

10 Eeis. 1871. 

67 

}} 


10 Eeis. within a laurel 




wreath. 

68 

n 

ff 

ff 



5 Beis. 

1S71. 

69 


tf 

„ but 6 Eeis. 



3 Eeis. 

1871. 

70 

}) 

ff 

1 „ but 8 Eeis. 
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3?0ETUatJESE comB. 


No. 


Metal. 


Obv. 


Eev. 


11 


1 % 


73 


74 


At. 


Eitpia, 1881. 


Bust of tlie Mug r* and 
legend otdoviotts i. pob- 

TXJG. ET. ALGARB. BEX; 

1881 in exergue. 


Coat-of-arms of Portugal 
with laurel branches, and 
legend iistdia pobtugiteza 
ITMA BirPIA. 


Meia Eupia. 1881. 


BUPIA. 


[Da Ounha, pi. ix, 11.] 


but MEIA 


Quarto de Eupia. 1881. 


DE BUPIA. 


but QUARTO 


75 




OoTAvo DE Eupia. 1881. 


)> 


DE RUPIA. 


but OOTAVO 


76 


Ae. 


Quarto de Tanga. 1881. 

j Crown, and legend India por- 

TUGUEZA QUARTO DE, TANGA. 


77 


If 


ff 


[Da Ounlia, pi. ix^ iO.] 
ff 


Eupia. 1882. 


78 


Ar, 


Bust of the Mug 1. and 
legend ludoticus i. portug. 
ET ALGARB. REX: 1882 in 
exergue. 


Coat-of-arms of Portugal 
with laurel biranches, and 
legend india portugueza 

UKA RUPIA. 










CETLON COINS. 


The coinage of the island of Ceylon, both ancient and modem, has 
been already fully dealt with in the Nutnismata Orientalia ^ by Mr. 
T, W, Rliys Davids, who gives the following list of the kings of Ceylon 
from 1153-1296 A.D., those whose coins are extant being indicated 
by a star:— 

1. Par^krama Bahu, 

2. Vijaya Bahn 11, 1186, nephew of the last. 

3. Nissanka Malla,’^ 1187, a prince of Kalinga. 

4. 'WikramaBahn 11, 1190, brother of Nissanka Malla, 

5. Codaganga,"*^ 1196, nephew of Nissanka Malla. 

6. lilawati (queen),^ 1197, widow of Pardkrania B4hiu 

7. Sahasa Malla,1200, brother (?) of Nissanka MaOa. 

8. Kalydnawati (queen), 1202, widow of Nis^nka Malla. 

9. Dharmdoka,'^ 1208, 

10, LiMwatl (restored), 1209, 

11, Pandi Pardkrama Baku 1211, Malabar usurper. 

12, Mdgha 1214, a Kdlaigan prince. 

13, Bambadeniya Wijaya Bdhu, 1235, founder of a new dynasty. 

14, Bambadeniya Parakrama, 1259, son of the last king. 

15, Bosat Wijaya Bdhu, 1294, son of the last king. ' 

16, Bhunaweka Bahu,^ 1296, brother of the last king. 

Of the coins of Nissanka Malla and Oodanga the Madras Museum 
contains no specimens, nor does it contain specimens of the copper half 
masm of Pardkrama Bdhu. The coinage of that monarch is, however, 
well represented in the museum collection by specimens of the gold lAn- 
keswara; copper lion coin, of which a specimen was recently found at 
Kilakarai on the coast of the Madura district; copper masm and quarter 
massa ; and a copper coin similar in every respect to the gold Lanke?- 
wara, found at Kilakarai, to the existence of which type no reference 
is made by Mr. Ehys Davids. I have also seen a specimen of the 
latter coin in the collection of the Eev. J. Tracy. 

Following the same course as that adopted by Mr. Ebys Davids, I 
have placed the gold Lahshwi^ Tamrald and Irdka coins with the Ceylon 
coins, though, as that authority says, “ their classification is, at present, 
quite uncertain, and it is doubtful whether some of them belong to 
Ceylon at alL^’ As regards the Iralia coin, which is named feom the 
word Iraka (?) on the reverse, Mr. Rhys Davids suggests that the word 
may possibly be HaraTia or Daraha. Of this coin, Captain Tufnell 
says ^ It hears the word ^ Iraha/ a Prakrit form of the Sanskrit 
word ‘Rakshasa’ (demon), above which is what may he the lotus, or 
possibly the conch shell of Vishnu, and it is not improbable that the 
Oholas of the 12th and 13th centuries were followers of that deity/' 
Further, Sir Walter Elliot says:—®‘'Gold fanams with the Ceylon 


^ On the. Awmt Goins and Measures of Qeyton* IntonmtknalKuimamata Orlcntalla. 
® Madras Journal of Literature and Science* 

* Numismata OrimkUiaf 1886. Coins of Sonthorn India, p. 188. 
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type on the obverse, and an indistinct Ndgari reverse, are occasionally 
met with. I received from Tanjore two gold pieces, weighing about 8 
grains...... The reverse has three old Ndgari letters, which may be 

read iraha f or daral<>a throwing no light on their origin.... I was 

inclined, when I first obtained them, to assign them to the Oholas; 
as they are ifbt infrequent in the island (Ceylon) their origin is but 
doubtful.’^ 

I have omitted from the present catalogue, though the Madras 
Museum ooutains specimens, the large and small setu bull coins, which 
are included by Mr. Ehys Davids in his work. These coins, which 
bear on the obverse the standing figure of a Edja with a weapon (?) 
in his right hand, and a trisfila and sceptre in front, and on the reverse 
the sacred b^ill Nandi with the emblems of the sun and moon above, 
and the legend Setu below, doubtless belong to Soutbern India, and 
are attributed by Sir Walter Elliot ^ to the Zaminddrs of Eamndd, and 
Sivaganga, the office of Sdtupati or guardian of Adam’s bridge being 
one which, though claiming a high antiquity, appears to have been 
conferred or restored on the Zaminddr by Muttu JCrishnappa Ndyak, 
the father of Tirumala Ndyak, of Madura. 

I have also omitted the copper coins of the Ohola dynasty of the 
same type (called by Sir W. Elliot the Ceylon type) as the Lankeswara 
coin of rardkrama Bdhiu, bearing on the obverse the standing fiigure 
of a Edja, and on the reverse the same in a sitting posture 

with the legend JRdja Rdja, These coins, Mr. Rhys Davids says, are 
the coins from which he believes the whole of the Ceylon series to 
be derived, and they^ must have been introduced into Ceylon during 
the invasion of the island hy the Oholas, prior to the time of Pard- 
krama Bdhu. 

The first settlement of Europeans, the Portuguese, in Oejlon 
took place in 1517, in which year Albergaria obtained permission from 
the King of Kotta, whose territory closely adjoined Colombo, to build 
a factory on the latter spot for purposes of trade. 

Concerning the arrival of the Portuguese off Colombo, Davy says : ^ 
The natives, who fii’st saw them, went to Cotta and informed the 
king that a new people was arrived, white and beautifully made, wbo 
wore iron coats and iron caps, and drank blood and ate stones; who 
l^ave a gold coin for a fish or even a lime; and who had a kind of 
instrument that could produce thunder and lightning; and balls which, 
put into these instruments, would fly many miles, break ramparts, and 
destroy forts.” 

The appearance,” says Tennent, ^ of the Portuguese in Ceylon 
at this critical period, served not only to cheek the career of the Moors, 
but to extinguish the independence of the native princes; aufi, looking 
to the facility with which the former had previously superseded the 
Malabars, and were fast acquiring an ascendancy over the Oinghalese 
chiefs, it is not an unreasonable conjecture that, but for this timely 
appearance of a Christian power in the island, Ceylon, instead of a 


* Op. cit., p. 134. ^ Sir W. Elliot, op. oit., p. 1S4. 

* Accownt of the Interior of Ceyl<in and of its Inhabitants^ with Travels in that Island. 
1821 . . . 

’ Ceylon^ vol. I, p. 633, 1860, 
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possession of the British crown, might, at the present day, he a 
Mahometan kingdom, under the rule of some Arabian adventurer.’^ 
The oooupation hy the Portuguese was, however, the cause of constant 
dissension with the natives^ and eventually an alHanoe was formed 
between the native princes and the Dutch to expel the Portuguese^ the 
conditions of the treaty being made by Rajah Singha, who afterwards 
became sole king of the interior, on hoard one of the Dutch ships off 
Battiooloa. 

In*his work on Ceylon® Bertolooci says:—Whatever was the 
currency of Ceylon during the government of the Portuguese, m? vestige 
now remains of it; and an investigation of that subj ect could throw no 
light upon its present condition.” On this point Mr- Rhys Davids 
says :—No coins are known to have been struck by the Portuguese in 
or for Ceylon. Knox says that of three sorts of coin in use one 
was coined by the Portugals j the king’s arms on one side and the 
image of a friar on the other, and by the Chingulays called taugom 
massa. The value of one is nine-pence English ; poddi tangom, or the 
small tangom, is half as much; hut these were probably sferack in 
Portugal, and not for use in Ceylon.” 

The last stronghold of the Portuguese in Ceylon, Jaffna, was given 
up in 1658, and the Dutch oooupation continued till 1796, in which, 
year the island was ceded to the English. So far back as 1763 an 
embassy had been despatched by the Covemor of Madras to propose a 
treaty to Kirti Sri, the king of Kandy, but no immediate result 
followed. Twenty years later Trineomallee was occupied by a British 
force under Sir Hector Munro, hut the fort was surprised by a French 
fleet, and the British garrison transported to*^ Madras. In 1795 an 
expedition, commanded by Colonel Stuait, landed at Trineomallee, which 
capitulated in three weeks. Later in the same year Oalpentyn was 
occupied, and early in 1796 Negombo and Colombo were taken posses¬ 
sion of, and a convention was signed, by which Point de G^Ue, Matura, 
and the remaining foitified places were ceded to Great Britain. 

During the Dutch occupation large numbers of the coins of the 
Dutch East India Company, many hearing the monogram, v.o.o. 
found their w-ay to the island, hut these I shall deal with on a future 
occasion. As regards the European coins, which were struck specially 
for Ceylon, I cannot do better than quote in detail the observations 
of Mr. Rhys Davids, who says :—The Dutch struck only a very few- 
silver rix dollars, which are very rare, if not entirely extinct, and 
which I have never seen. A thick copper siuker having on the obverse 
the monogram, v.o.c., the o and c written over the sides of the v, 
and in the open part of the v the letter c, perhaps for Colombo or 
Ceylon, is occasionally met with. On the reverse is the legend 1 duiter^ 
the numeral 1 being above the word staimr (which occupies the centre 
of the field coin), and having four dots on each side of it. Below is the 
date, the dates in my collection being 1784, 1785, 1786, 1789, 1794 
1793, 1795. It is possible, however, that this c is only a mint mark, 
and that these coins, whose rough execution shows them to have been 
struck in the Dutch Bast Indies (the monogram, v.o.c., stands for the 
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COTtON COtKS, 


ihitial letters of VereiBigte Ostindisolie Compagnie, f.e., United East 
India Company) were not, after all, struck in Ceylon, There are similar 
coins with two apparently Tamil letters below the words stuiver, and 
with T and g in the place of c. If these letters stand for Trinkomalei 
and GraUe, then one woald expect Oinghalese letters, but they look like 
the Tamil letters i* l. for Ilankei, the Tamil form of Lankd, that is, 
Ceylon, 

** The English have issued four types of coins besides the present 
one. Type 1, which is thick and coarsely executed, has on the pbverse 
an elephant, below which is the date ; on the reverse the words CjEvnoN 
UovEKNMENT round a circle, within which is the value of the coin. Of 
this type there are three thick silver pieces (very rare) of the value 
of 96, 48, and 24 stuivers (4 of which = 1 fanam), weighing 280, 140, 
and 70 grains, respectively. The 48 stuiver piece is equal to the lix 
dollar, and the three thick copper pieces of this type are, respectively, 
worth tV, and of its value. These copper coins weigh 60 
stuivers to the pound, and are now difi&oult to procure. 

‘‘ Of this type, specimens of the following years, without letters, are 
in my eoUeotion, and those of the years marked (b.m.), are added 
from the British museum collection :— 


Silver, 96 Stuivers, 

,, 48 ,, 

,, S4 ,, 

Copper, 4 ,, 

it ^ it 

» I it 


1808 (b.m.), 1809 (b,m.). 

1803 (b.m,), 1804 (B.M.), 1808, 1809 (b.m,). 
1803, 1804 (b.m,), 1808 (b.m,). 

1803 (b.m.), 1804, 1805 (b.m.), 1811 (b.m.), 
1814, 1815. 

1801, 1802, 1803, 1805 (b.m.), 1811, 1812 
(b.m.), 1813 (b.m.), 1814, 1815, 1816. 

1801, 1802, 1803 (B.M.), 1809, 1811 (b.m.), 
1812, 1813, 1814, 1815', 1817. 


Of Type 2 one issue was made, in copper, in 1802, of stuivers, half 
stuivers, and quarter stuivers; they are thin, like modern coins, and 
well executed, weighing 36 stuivers to 1 lb., obverse and reverse as on 
tbe last type. The British museum has specimens of this type, dated 
1804, but it is not certain whether they were ever in circulation. . 

Of type 3 also one issue was made, in 1815, of two-stuiver, stuiver, 
and half stuiver pieces in copper, and one issue of rix dollars in silver 
in 1821. Obverse of the copper, head of George iii to right, with 
legend geobgius. hi. d.g. britanniarxtm. rex. : of the silver, head of 
Geo. IV. to left, with legend gborgxus. iv. d.g. britanniarum. rex. 
R.B. Eeverse of the copper, an elephant to left; above the legend, 
Ceyhn iim stkarB, one Btioer^ or one-half diver, with the date below. 
The silver the same, but the legend is Geyhn one rm dollar, and round 
the elephant a wreath of flowers. The coins of this type are still 
occasionally met with in the bazdrs, but the half stuiver is very difficult 
to get. Both this and the last issue were struck in England. 

Lastly, fanam pieces of two kinds were struck in silver. The first, 
which is very rare, and was issued about 1820, has simply round a 
small circle with a dot in its centre fanam on one side and token on 
the other of a silver coin less than f of an inch in diameter, and without 
date.^ The work-people, who built Baddegama church, the oldest 
English church in Ceylon, are said to have been paid in this coin, 
which is roughly executed* The other, which is half an inch in 


CBTIiON COlKi* 


^ameter, bas on tbe obverse tbe bust of Yictoim surroimded by the 
legend Victoria, d.g. beitanniar. eegina. f.d. and on the reverse the 
figures Ij and the date 1842, surmounted by a crown and surrounded 
by a wreath. This little coin, seldom met with in Ceylon, is beauti¬ 
fully executed, and was struck in England; whilst the fanam tokens 
were struck in Ceylon. 

“ There is, in the British Museum, one silver specimen of another 
type, but whether this is a proof of au unpublished coin, or a specimen 
of a coin in actual circulation, I have been unable to ascertain. It has 
on the obverse the words two bix dollars in a square tablet sur¬ 
mounted by a crown; above it, Ceylon; below it on a scroll, died et 
MON DROIT, and below that again the word correngy; on the reverse 
an elephant to the left, and below it the date 1812.^' 

As regards the little coin mentioned above, with the figures 1\ and 
the date 1842, Captain Tufnell says: ® The description so exactly 
corres})onds with that of the of the ‘ Maunday ^ money, that I 
cannot hut think that the specimens alluded to belong to that series, or 
to an issue of this silver piece, still to a certain extent in circulation in 
Malta as a fraction of which sum appears to be the most usual 
charge for all small commodities and services in Valetta.” 


* Madras Joum. lit. and Science^ 1888, p. 187. 
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cEtioN cbtirs. 


CATALOGUE 


CEYLON COINS IN THE MAMAS MUSEUM. 


PABiXEAMA bAhU. 

1153-1186 A.B, 


Lankeswara Golb Com, 


Au, Standing figure r; dlioti in 
folds on each side of, and 
between the legs; conical 
hat on head; in the r. 
hand a weapon, and to h 
of this a sceptre (?); in 1. 
hand a lotus flower. The 
figure stands on a snake 
with a small hole in the 
centre. To 1. below 1. j 
arm are five dots, and a. 
lotus flower. 


The same figure as on the- 
obverse seated, and holding 
lotus fltower in 1. hand ; a 
grating below L leg on the 
1. side of the figure in¬ 
scription 

j^rL JOanhswara. 


Lankbswara Oorper Com. 


Copper Massa. 

Standing ^ figure holding! Seated fignre and inscription, 
weapon in r. hand; below 

to r. lotus flower and five i^ri, Pardhrama PdJm. 
dots. 


Copper Quarter Massa. 


6^ 



ootm* 


r: 


ISTo. Metal, Obv. 


Rev. 



OopPBB Lion Coin, 

Standing figure holding Seated fi^re and inscriprioii 
weapon in r. iiand, and §ri. iBwrdhrmm Bdku. 
lotus fiower in L A lion 
sitting r. with mouth open, 
and exposing the teeth in 
the upper Jaw. 

n if 

VIJAYA BAKU. 

1186-1187 AD. 

Standing figure holding Seated figure and inscriptioii 
weapon in r hand; below Vija^a Bdhu» 

to r. lotus flower and dots. 

u if 

0OLI> Fanam. 

„ I V^ayc^ Bdhu. 

LilAVATI. 

1197-1200 A.D. 

, I Seated figure and inscriplion 

i j Bdja lildmtk 

SXhasa Malla* 

1200-1202 AD. 

Standing figure holding Seated figure and insmptiom 
I weapon in r hand 5 below to Mat SdJma. Mdh^ 

r. lotus flower and dots. 

„ n 

DHARMASOKA 
1208-1200 AD. 

Standing figure holding Seated fi^re and insciiptiaii 
weapon in r. hand; below ?rL JDharmmdpka JD^a. 
to r. lotus flower and dots. 
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No. 

Metal. 

Obv, 

Eer. 



BHUVANAIKA BAHU. 



1296 A.l>. 

14 

Ae. 

Standing figure folding 
weapon in r. hand; below 
to r. lotus fiower and dots. 

Seated figure and inscription 
Sri, Bhuvanaika Bdhu, 



Gonn LakshmI Com, 

15 

Au. 

Standing figure, with or¬ 
nament above r, arm, and 
trident below L arm. 

Inscription Lahhmi [with 
symbol of lotus (?) above. 



GOU) TAMBAKf Com. 

16-1 

9f 

tt \ 

1 Inscription TamraM with. 

1 symbol of lotus (?) above. 



Gonn Iraka Com. 

16 

n 

Standing figure with weapon 
in r. hand, and lotus fiower 
in L; trident below L arm. 

1 Inscription Irakor (?) with 
symbol of lotus flower (?) 

1 and a stroke and dot above. 

17 

ft 

7t 

tt 

28 

n 

\ » 

1 

The same inscription, with 
a circle and two dots above. 



SibTBB Hook Money.^ 

19 

Ar. 

Bar of silver bent into a hook, with a mark stamped upon 

it. 



Silver Lakka Money. 

20 

ff 

Bar of silver bent so as to be slipped into the belt, with an 
Arabic inscription on both sides. 



Dutch 1789. 

20*1 

Ae. 

v.o.o. w-th tbe letter o. in [ 
open pa t of the v, and 
s.T. below. 

Date 1789, and legend ®«> 


‘ For note on this monoy see Ehys Davids op. oifc., pp. 83-85. 
f “ For Ilauk^ the Tamil form of Lanka, i,e., Ceylon” Bhys Davids. 
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No. 

Metal. 

i 

Obr, 

Ber. 



EUROPEAN COINAGE. 



Dtjxgh 1 90. 

21 

Ae. 

v.o.o. with the letter t. in 
open part of the v. 

1 I ST. 1790. 



Dutch 1795. 

22 


v.o.o., with the letter o. in 
open part of the v. 

I sTurran, 1795. 

22-1 

>) 

ft 

ti 


r 

Bkitish. 

23 

tf 

CEYLON* GOVERNMENT roiind a 

circle, within which is the 
number 12, 

Elephant 1. with 1801 below* 

24 


CEYLON GOVERNMENT roUnd a 

circle, within which is the 
number 48. 

Elephant 1. with 1802 below* 

25 


>> 

>7 

26 

ft 

,, but 96. 

ft 

27 

ft 

„ but 192. 

ff 

27* 1 

ft 

,, but 48. 

„ but 1803. 

28 

Ar. 

CEYLON GOVERNMENT rOUnd a ! 
circle, within which is the ' 
value of the coin 24 st. 

Elephant 1. with 1805 below. 

29 

>> 

„ but 48 ST. ! 

,, but 1808. 

30 

ft 

Same as No. 28. 

,, but 1809. 

30*1 

i 

ft 

Elephant r. with 1811 below. 

81 


CEYLON GOVERNMENT rOUUd a 

circle, within which is the 
number 24. 

Elephant 1. with 1815 below. 

82 


ft 

»* 

33 

ft 

GEORGIUS in. B. G* BrITAN- 

NiARUM REX. Bust of the 
king r. 

Elephant 1. with inscription 

CEYLON TWO |TIVEEfi aboVO, 

and 1815 below. 


CBYI.ON COINS. 


X:4t- 


No. 

Metal- 

Oby- 

Bev. 



EUROPEAN COINAGE— 

34 

Ae. 

GEOEOrtrS III. D. G. Beitan- 
NIAEUM EEX. Bust Of tllO 

ting r. 

Elephant L with inscription 

CEYLON TWO STIVERS aboVO, 

and 1815 below. 

35 

») 

tt 

„ but ONE STIVER. 

36 

ff 

if 

„ but hale STIVER. 



Silver Panak Token. 

87 

Ar. 

EANAM round a circle vritk a 
dot in centre. 

TOKEN round a circle with a 
dot in centre. 

8$ 

ft 

ft 

jf 



Silver Eix Dollar. 

89 

ft 

GEOEGinS rv D. G. BRITAN- 
NIAE. REX. Bust of the 
, king 1. 

Elephant 1. with obylon one 
BIX dollar above, floral 
wreath and date 1821 
below. 

40 

Ae. 

vioTOEiA auEEN, Bust of the 
queen 1. 

OEYLON EIVE CENTS 1870 round 
a circle, within which is a 
palm tree, and the value 
of the coin—5 cents—in 
Tamil and Oinghalese. 

41 

tf 

ft 

*f 

42 

» 

ft 

OEYLON ONE CENT 1870 round 
a circle, within which is a 
palm tree, and the value 
of the coin—1 cent—in 
Tamil and Oinghalese. 

43 

ft 

ft 

ff 

44 

ff 

if 

OEYLON HALF CENT 1870 TOUnd 
a circle, within which is a 
palm tree, and the value 
of the coin—J cent—^in 
Tamil and Oinghalese. 

45 

tf 

ft 

CEYLON QUARTER CENT 1870 
round a circle, within which 
is a palm tree, and the 
value of the coin—| cent— 
in Tamil and Oinghalese. 









CEYLON conrai. 


75 


■ 


Obv. 

Ber. 



ETTEOPEAN COINAGE— 

46 

Ar. 

yictobia b.g* bbitanniab,. 

BEGINA. E. D. Bust of the 
^ueeB. L 

HALE EABTHING with CrOWH 
above and 1843 and rose, 
shamrock, and thistld 
below. 

47 

1 » 

77 

77 

48 

>> 

Defaced, 

„ but qxtabteb ear¬ 
thing. 1853. 

49 

77 

77 

77 

50 

77 

VICTOBXA QUEEN. Bust of the 
q^ueen 1. 

OETLON. 60 CENTS. 1892. Palm 
tree, and value of the coin 
in Tamil and Cinghalese. 

61 

77 

77 

,, but 1893. 

62 

77 

77 

CEYLON. 26 CENTS 1892. Palm 
tree, and value of the coin 
in Tamil and Cinghalese. 

63 

77 

77 

„ but 1893. 

54 

77 

77 

CEYLON. 10 CENTS 1892. Palm 
tree, and value of the coin 
in Tamil and Cinghalese. 

65 

77 

77 

„ but 1893. 



Token. 

66 

77 

tATHAM & 00, COLOMBO OEY- 
LON, 

SVDDtrwELLE MHiLS. 

67 

77 

77 
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